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CHRISTIANITY AND PSYCHIC RESEARCH. 
By James H. Hys.op. 


Christianity has always been represented by its followers, at 
least until recent times, as a unique religion. It was contrasted 
with all the others, Buddhism, Brahminism, Confucianism, 
Shintoism, Zoroastrianism and all other systems. The resem- 
blances between them were slurred over or disregarded and the 
points of difference emphasized to prove that Christianity was 
the only true religion. «There are differences and great ones. 
The oriental systems were largely ethical and spiritual teaching, 
mixed up with philosophy, and unaccompanied by the miraculous 
as illustrated in Christianity. There may have been some inci- 
dents in the lives of their founders that would give rise to re- 
markable stories, but these were not the essential conditions of 
these religions. ‘The miraculous more distinctly characterized 
Christianity, tho its ethical and spiritual teaching was quite as 
prominent and essential. ‘The miraculous was appealed to as 
evidence, not as its object. But in the course of its evolution 
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the interest of its conquests led it to make itself unique as a 
religion. It took eighteen centuries to make it look with a toler- 
ant eye on oriental systems and to discover certain affinities in 
ethical and spiritual ideas. They may not be great, but they are 
there, and further investigation will find connections not now 
suspected except by students of anthropology. 

Now it was not the ethical and spiritual teaching that gave 
Christianity its unique character. Its own founder taught that he 
came only to restore the ideas of the prophets, but his credentials, 
whether presented by himself or invented by his followers, were 
in the doctrine of “ miracles.”” They were supposed to guarantee 
the divinity of his character and teaching. We may therefore 
represent Christianity as based upon four connected types of al- 
leged fact. (1) The Virgin birth; (2) ‘“ Miracles”; (3) The 
incidents of the Resurrection, and (4) Its ethical and spiritual 
teaching. The first and last type have no interest for psychic 
research as a scientific investigation of unusual mental phe- 
nomena, and hence will not come up for special consideration 
here. The relation of psychic research to Christianity is de- 
determined by the second and third types of alleged fact. The 
second, that of “ Miracles”’ may be divided into three aspects: 
(a) Physical “ miracles”, (b) Spiritual healing, and (c) Me- 
diumistic phenomena and sensory automatisms, or clairvoyance 
and clairaudience. While the resurrection is given a place by 
itself it probably belongs to the type of sensory automatisms, but 
I have isolated it because of its relation to the doctrine of sur- 
vival after death. Regarded as an apparition after Christ’s 
death, with attendant misinterpretations of its physical character, 
it makes a unique incident in the origin of a religion emphasizing 
immortality as its chief feature, or one’ of them. 

For a similar reason I have isolated the story of the Virgin 
birth from “ Miracles”’, tho it is in reality one of that class. 
But it is so unique in character that it cannot be reduced to the 
type of psychic phenomena with which we are familiar and I de- 
sire here to bring out the alliances of Christianity rather than its 
uniqueness. The fundamental object of ‘‘ miracles” was to es- 
tablish the spiritual claims of Christ. ‘‘ The Jews seek a sign”’, 
said St. Paul, and they did this in order to have ethical and 
spiritual teaching guaranteed, and in this the Virgin origin of 
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Christ was a determinant factor. It concentrated attention on 
the genesis or historical origin of the system as the security for 
its divine nature and teaching. The validity of the Gospel was 
made to rest on the historicity or integrity of a physical event. 
This, I cannot but help think, was the great mistake of Chris- 
tianity, at least in its later development. ‘The effect of it was to 
expose its ethical and spiritual teaching to the vicissitudes of be- 
lief about historical events instead of its function in the realiza- 
tion of the ideals of the community. Validity, not genesis, 
should have been the point of view regarding its ethical and 
spiritual principles. These may guarantee themselves or have 
their value determined by pragmatic considerations. But the 
question of the historicity of certain events has no such solution. 
It was precisely because Christianity placed so much importance 
on historical genesis that it got into so much trouble with evolu- 
tion when that doctrine came forward. Christianity had asserted 
a certain specific origin supposed to secure the validity of its 
teaching, but science questioned the alleged facts of that origin 
and evolution disputed the catastrophal and “ miraculous” char- 
acter of the cosmic process, at least in the form in which Chris- 
tianity had presented it, and the moment that the human mind 
was conquered by that theory the whole historical basis of Chris- 
tianity dropped from under it and left the common mind to 
draw the conclusion. Its teaching was supposed to be protected 
by a certain set of alleged historical events. When they disap- 
peared as mythical, the mind asked whether the ethical doc- 
trines based on them did not fall with them. Ethical and spirit- 
ual truth must be based upon personal insight, not on the integ- 
rity of a mere physical event, whatever importance this may 
have. We determine the validity of ethical and spiritual truths 
by their function in life, by their pragmatic connections, and not 
by appeals to tradition. The meaning of the cosmos may have 
something to do with the proof or acceptance of past events, and 
we may learn in that way what its tendencies are. To these we 
have to adjust ourselves. But unless those events illustrate an 
ethical and spiritual truth they have no pragmatic value, tho they 
have a philosophic interest, related, perhaps, to spiritual truths, 
but not determining their validity. 


Consequently, as having no importance for the connection of 
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pyschic phenomena and Christianity, I dismiss the story of the 
Virgin birth and confine the discussion to the types of phenomena 
which define the scientific interest of psychic research. These are 
the “ miracles’, or at least a part of them, and the story of the 
resurrection with its accompanying incidents. 

The resurrection was fundamental to Christianity because 
the immortality of the soul was the key to its religious interpre- 
tation of the ethical meaning of the cosmos. It has usually 
been considered a perfectly unique event, an exception to the 
laws of nature and so a phenomenon in which Providence con- 
travened those laws. But what I wish to show here is that a 
doctrine of the resurrection was maintained long before such an 
event was told of Christ, so that, assuming that there is a truth 
in the story about Christ, it was not exceptional or “ miraculous ”’. 

Homer speaks of rising from the dead, or the resurrection, 
three times in the Iliad. Aeschylus also speaks of it three times 
in his dramas. Sophocles once, and Heroditus once. This is from 
five hundred to nine hundred years before Christ. ‘The New tes- 
tament itself alludes to it a number of times in connections which 
show that it was believed before the story was told of Christ. 
The controversy between the Sadducees and Pharisees turned 
upon this doctrine in one of their differences. The Pharisees 
believed in the resurrection and the Sadducees denied it. This 
is stated as representing facts and beliefs before the crucifixion. 
Hence a doctrine of the resurrection is not so unique as many 
would have us believe. Now how did this come about? 

The Pharisees and the Sadducees were the intellectuals of 
the time, the Sadducees being materialists and the Pharisees 
spiritualists, if I may use these terms to describe them. The 
former denied immortality and the latter believed it and re- 
mained by that feature of Judaistic religion, into which we can- 
not enter here. But it was the contingency of certain philosophic 
developments that brought about the discussion on this particular 
point. Greek philosophy, after all its evolutions, had terminated 
in two schools, the Epicureans who were materialists and the 
Neo-Piatonists who were spiritualists. ‘The Neo-Platonists, in 
the doctrine of the Logos, as reflected in Philo Judzeus and the 
Gospel of St. John, were the only school that affected Judiaistic 
thought consciously. Materialism seems to have met with no 





Christianity and Psychic Research. 257 


scholastic support as an interpretation of nature. It did affect 
the attitude of the Sadducees on the question of immortality. The 
Hebrews seem to have been divided on that belief, probably be- 
cause of the pure monotheism which had originated in an at- 
tack on polytheism and fetishism. Primitive animism, which 
was savage spiritualism, infected the common people in Pales- 
tine as elsewhere and the purification of Judaism by monotheism 
represented a reaction against this animism and with it the belief 
in immortality. It was therefore not inconsistent with their 
theism to deny immortality. The Sadducees might well take 
this position without wholly compromising their religion, tho they 
were probably the sceptics of the nation. The Pharisees were 
more strict adherents of the traditional religion and evidently ac- 
cepted immortality in deference to the claims of those who claimed 
to have communication with a spiritual world. There is no trace of 
the evidence on which they relied, but they believed in the resur- 
rection which might well be based upon the phenomena of ap- 
paritions. 

The issue might very easily have been precipitated in the fol- 
lowing manner, as materialism tended to define it very sharply. 
The Epicureans believed that man had a soul, which they de- 
nominated an etherial or fine material organism. But they main- 
tained that it perished with the body. They believed in the ex- 
istence of the gods from dreams, probably being familiar with 
apparitions, but they placed them in the intermundia, the space 
between the worlds, so that they exercised no influence on the 
course of things and events. But the human soul was supposed 
to perish at death. They had no proof for such a negative be- 
lief, but they held it. All that an opponent had co do in order to 
refute the system on the point of immortality, or at least of sur- 
vival after death, would be to point to well attested apparitions 
of persons after death as evidence that the etherial organism, the 
“spiritual body’ of St. Paul, or the astral body of the theoso- 
phists, continued instead of perishing. If the Epicureans had 
not admitted the existence of such an organism it is probable 
that the attack on the system could not have been made in that 
way. But it invited refutation by just this method and so 
created a scientife point of view in the study of the problem. 
All that the critic of materialism had to do was to seize upon 
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apparitions to maintain survival, and if Christ appeared to his 
disciples after death, he furnished an event of strong argumen- 
tative import against the Sadducees and the materialists generally. 
It would not matter what form the story would take. So long 
as it was believed in some sense it would serve as an appeal, 
scientifically at that, in support of survival. Hence, since the 
doctrine of the resurrection existed before Christ’s crucifixion, 
and if we can accept the story of the Gospels themselves, his 
resurrection was predicted, and the reason that this created so 
much interest and served as the foundation of a religion was the 
extraordinary nature of the personality to whom it happened. An 
apparition of ordinary people would not impress the multitude, 
but one of such a personality as Christ is represented to be 
would excite unusual interest and to the same extent emphasize 
the meaning of the fact. Other circumstances conspiring, espe- 
cially the condition of the poor and downtrodden, the belief and 
proof of immortality might well spring into a central position in 
religious reconstruction. Apparitions, of course, are well known 
psychic phenomena and easily suggest a resurrection, and when 
distinctions of matter are not clear might well give rise in the 
common mind to a bodily resurrection. But of this we need not 
speak. The main point is to find a connection between general 
human experience and the alleged incidents of the crucifixion and 
reappearance of Christ. 

That Christ’s alleged reappearance, on one occasion at least, 
took the form of the usual psychic phenomenon is indicated in 
the story of his appearance to his disciples on the way to Emmaus 
after the “resurrection.” At first they did not recognize him 
and only when he expounded the Scriptures in the old authorita- 
tive way did they realize who it was. ‘The story has its diffi- 
culties as a narrative of facts, but it is not the genuineness of it 
that concerns us, but the belief in it by those who record it. They 
describe the facts as persons who are familiar with psychic phe- 
nomena, tho not familiar with their nature as modern science 
might be. Pure invention would have made them recognize him 
at once, but the phenomenon is described as if it were a clair- 
audient phenomenon, and, whether so or not, it has its affiliations 
with phenomena which occur frequently with mediums. 

Perhaps a more conspicuous instance of the belief in appari- 
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tions and the association of spiritualism with the phenomena of 
Christ’s life is found in the story of Christ walking on the water. 
Matthew and Mark say that the disciples thought it was a spirit 
when they saw him walking on the water. John says nothing 
about this feature of it. But no one would have made such a 
statement without being familiar with what is known as spirits 
or apparitions, whatever the interpretation we give them. 

Take again the stories of the Transfiguration and the appear- 
ance of Moses and Elias. The Transfiguration is a phenomenon 
with which some of us are perfectly familiar in mediumistic 
phenomena. I have myself witnessed muscular changes in the 
appearance and expression of the face produced by control and 
others have reported noticing light changes in the same. 
Whether the changes in light be referred to illusion or not makes 
no difference. The phenomena of veridical hallucinations would 
prove this, because they mean that the effect is subjective while 
the cause is objective: they are phantasms produced by the 
thought of an external agent, living or dead. It is their occur- 
rence that is the important fact and if the cause be external we 
have only to determine what it is in order to understand their 
significance. So I shall make a present to any one of the ex- 
planation of such phenomena as muscular or light modifications 
in the faces of mediums. The main point is that they occur and 
can be compared with the story of the Transfiguration. 

The appearance of Moses and Elias is only a narrative of ap- 
paritions. The people of that time believed in them so generally 
that they supposed John the Baptist was Elias risen from the 
dead. Christ is said to have stated that he was this, Matthew 
XI, 14. This again is further evidence of the idea of the resur- 
rection as a belief widely extant at the time. But in this in- 
stance it.is not a question of the resurrection, but of the appari- 
tion of two ancients. The story may not be true, but it attests 
the belief in apparitions, and connects them with the personality 
of Christ as one with a revelation for mankind. He was in 
contact with the dead and thus communicated with them. Worth 
noting also as further corroboration of the idea of a res- 
urrection is the statement that many people thought Christ was 
John the Baptist risen from the dead, and they held to this with- 
out insisting on his physical or personal identity. That is the 
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form of a resurrection which is familiar to us in controls who 
are present, but are not confused with the personality, physical 
or mental, of the living person. All of them are psychic phe- 
nomena, or conceptions formed by that point of view. 

Again take St. Paul’s vision on the way to Damascus, told 
in Acts IX, 1-22, XXII, 3-21, and XXVI, 9-22. The accounts 
are not perfectly consistent in all details: for instance, in the first 
account those with him are said to have heard a voice, but saw 
no man. ‘The second account says his companions saw the light 
but heard not the voice that spoke to Paul. The third account 
implies that the others saw a light, but says nothing about their 
hearing or not hearing the voice. But in spite of these discrep- 
ancies the story as a whole is fairly consistent in all three ac- 
counts. They are agreed that St. Paul saw a vision and heard 
a voice. As St. Paul tells the story himself, according to the 
narrative, it is first hand and one of the best authenticated of 
the New Testament. Again it is an apparition of the dead, this 
time mainly an auditory one, a case of clairaudience on the part 
of St. Paul. It is a psychic phenomenon determining the nature 
and meaning of Christ and Christianity. It has all the features 
of mediumistic phenomena both experimental and spontaneous. 
Our records are full of illustrations of the phenomena. 

Again take a mediumistic phenomenon, that of Christ with 
the strange woman at the well. Tho knowing nothing about her 
he told her that she had had five husbands and that the man she 
was living with at the time was not her husband. Seeing his 
supernormal information, she at once remarked that he must be 
a prophet, the fact implying just what conception the people had 
of a prophet, a spiritual medium and teacher. The account ap- 
pears in John IV, 7-29. The phenomenon is a common occur- 
rence with mediums of the genuine type, so common that there 
is no mistaking the meaning of the New Testament story. Apart 
from our own verification of such phenomena we would not be- 
lieve this one, but psychic research has proved their occurrence 
and with the proof has thrown light upon what was going on in 
the work of Christ. 

The apparitions at the time of the resurrection are further 
illustrations of psychic phenomena with which we are familiar, 
tho we do not give them the physical interpretation which men 
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did for many centuries. We have ascertained their really spirit- 
ual nature, if they are to be accepted at all as significant incidents. 

There is no mistaking the nature of all of these events. They 
implicate the origin of Christianity in psychic phenomena, of the 
types which we are able to observe or reproduce by experiment 
today and so take Christianity out of the category of unexplain- 
able facts, putting it along with the ordinary laws of nature. 

The most conspicuous phenomena, however, in the New 
Testament are the “ miracles”’ of healing. It is remarkable that 
the Christian Evidences of the previous century laid less stress 
upon this type of “ miracle ” than on the physical violations of the 
law of nature. ‘They were the practical side of Christianity and 
yet the defences of “ miracles”’ centered around the possibility 
of intervening in the physical laws of the world. The facts 
most difficult to believe were chosen for defence instead of those 
which were more or less easily reproduced in the present. But, 
as Christianity had developed into a philosophic machine or 
system for defending a creed rather than pragmatic service to 
men, it seems not to have seen the real significance of healing in 
the work of Christ, or not to have tried to investigate and apply 
that part of his work. However this may be, the practical as- 
pect of Christianity in its founder was concentrated in ethical 
teaching and spiritual healing. 

The comparative importance of healing in the stories about 
Christ’s work and the other types of psychic phenomena can be 
shown by the statistics on the subject. 

The Gospel of Matthew mentions 18 cases of healing, Christ 
walking on the water, assumed to be a spirit at first, the Trans- 
figuration, and the Resurrection. Mark mentions 13 instances of 
healing, Christ walking on the water, supposed to be a spirit, the 
Transfiguration, and the Resurrection. Luke mentions 20 in- 
stances of healing, the appearance of Christ to his disciples when 
they were on the way to Emmaus, the raising of Lazarus, which 
might be regarded as the 21st instance of healing, and the Trans- 
figuration, with apparitional incidents connected with the Resur- 
rection. John has 4 cases of healing, the raising of Lazarus, 
and Christ walking on the water with no mention of his being 
taken for a spirit. ‘The Acts of the Apostles mentions 2 instances 
of healing, the vision and rescue of Peter from prison, and the 
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vision of St. Paul on the way to Damascus. After these the 
whole subject of healing and “ miracles’? is dropped. The 
Epistle to the Romans mentions none of them and the later parts 
of the: New Testament are as free from narratives of the kind 
as later literature when “ miracles” were supposed to have dis- 
appeared. They are practically confined to the four Gospels. 
If mythology was the chief agent in creating the stories they 
should have been as frequent in the later as the earlier period. 

I must repeat that it is not necessary to believe the narratives 
just as they are recorded. At their best they would be abbre- 
viated, distorted by misinterpretation, or magnified in that age 
of poor scientific observation. But it is not their accurate truth 
and reality that is the important thing for the psychic researcher, 
but the circumstance that we are able today to perform similar 
healing and so to make the stories in the New Testament credible, 
in so far as they can be reproduced in the present. It is natural 
enough for the physicist not to believe in such things unless they 
can be reproduced today and scepticism was entirely within its 
rights when rejecting the accounts. But since we have applied 
“ suggestive ” therapeutics on so large a scale in modern times, 
instituted mental healing, used mediums for the same results, and 
in a thousand ways repeated and corroborated the facts of 
earlier times, it is no longer impossible to believe what was said 
about Christ in this respect. It emphasizes the pragmatic side 
of his work, while the ethical and spiritual was all that had 
survived among philosophic thinkers. 

Certain specific instances have an interest for the record of 
facts which can be corroborated today. ‘The first is an illustra- 
tion of mind-reading or telepathy: Mark II, 3-12. Christ had 
said to one “ sick of the palsy’’, when he came to be healed, 
“Thy sins be forgiven thee.” The scribes took offense and 
‘reasoned in their hearts” about it. Christ “ perceiving in spirit 
that they so reasoned within themselves” asked them why they 
did so, as they had thought that “none could forgive sins but 
God only”’, and then changed his form of suggestion or com- 
mand to suit them. Divining their minds as he did he was only 
exercising telepathy, which we have adequately proved today. 
\Ve must remember that the Greek word for “ sin” also means 
a ‘‘ mistake.” 
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The second incident is an important one. A nobleman came 
to Christ to have his son healed. The patient was at home dying 
and the nobleman wished Christ to come with him to heal the 
son before he died. The remainder of the narrative I quote, 
John IV, 50-54. 

“Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. And 
the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and 
went his way. 

“And as he was now going down, his servants met him, and 
told him, saying, Thy son liveth. 

“Then inquired he of them the hour when he began to mend. 
And they said unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever 
left him. 

“So the father knew that it was at the same hour in which 
Jesus said unto him, Thy son liveth.” 

Here is an instance of absent treatment and the recording 
of the coincidence in time between the act of the healer and the 
improvement of the patient. I have myself records of similar 
coincidences and healing effects. There are two other cases of 
absent treatment by Christ, tho the time coincidence was not 
marked or recorded, if any. Mark VII, 24-30, and Luke VII, 
1-10. ‘They need not be quoted. 

Another instance of healing, not one of absent treatment, is 
especially good because it happens to record facts indicating the 
modus operandi of Christ, connecting it with modern suggestive 
therapeutics. I take the account of Mark (V, 22-43) because it 
gives fuller details than those of Matthew (IX, 18-26) and Luke 
(VIII, 49-56), tho they all agree as far as they go. A ruler of 
the synagogue by the name of Jairus came to Christ to have him 
cure his daughter who lay at the point of death. Christ went 
with him and found the friends ridiculing him for his expecta- 
tion of curing the child. They remarked that she was already 
dead and “laughed him to scorn.” But he put everybody out 
of the room, saying that she was not dead but asleep, in a trance 
or comatose condition, and took the father and mother with 
Peter, James and John into the room, and taking the child by 
the hand said in her language: “ Talitha cumi,’”’ which was 
‘““Damsel arise.” She arose and walked and he ordered that she 
be given something to eat. 
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Now here is a case where Christ’s knowledge of the condi- 
tions was such that he could distinguish the trance from death. 
Others could not. Just as every mental healer or psychic re- 
searcher who knows his business today would do, Christ ordered 
the guests out of the room and took three of his disciples, the 
most psychic of them all, into the room and applied suggestion 
resulting in the immediate recovery of consciousness. I have 
myself witnessed such sudden recoveries from the trance, once 
when the psychic showed the signs of death. The heart had ap- 
parently stopped action and breathing had ceased. Recovery 
did not take place instantly, but did in half a minute. But the 
sudden removal of trances by suggestion is a well known phe- 
nomenon today, and this New Testament incident only records 
facts which scientific knowledge confirms today. 

I may take another fact of some interest. It is the meaning 
of the word “ Angel.”” ‘That word in the original meant ‘ Mes- 
senger”’ and that means an intermediary between two parties. 
Its original import was a messenger between the dead and the 
living. But the abandonment of the spiritistic point of view of 
Christianity and its phenomena resulted in creating a new mean- 
ing for the word. It usually means, perhaps always, in common 
parlance, merely a spiritual being without any implication of its 
function. But the proper meaning in the New Testament and 
times prior to it is that of a “ messenger” between the dead and 
the living. It was so used in Homer, Heroditus, and Sophocles. 
It lost that meaning only because Christians abandoned the real 
meaning of their religion. ‘Those who employed the term knew 
what psychic phenomena were and apostasy is the cause of the 
change in its import. One of the best proofs of this and of its 
New Testament meaning is the statement in Acts XII, 15. Peter 
had escaped from prison under circumstances that were incredible 
when he was seen by some of his friends. ‘They explained the 
appearance, rather than believe that he had actually escaped, by 
saying: “ It is his angel,” meaning thereby his guide or familiar 
spirit, the terms used in spiritualistic literature today, and the 
New Testament commentators and translators frankly recognize 
this import to the term and refer to this very passage. This only 
shows how the disciples looked at the incidents of the Gospel 
and that they were simply spiritistic phenomena. 
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It will be interesting to add an incident of some importance 
in connection with the meaning of the term “ Angel” as “ Mes- 
senger.” The Imperator group of personalities, through Stain- 
ton Moses, Mrs. Piper and Mrs. Chenoweth, called themselves 
Messengers, and gave certain historical names for themselves 
through Stainton Moses and other quite different names through 
Mrs. Piper. Now Imperator had given the name Malachi 
through Stainton Moses as his real name. But no such name 
was given through Mrs. Piper and so it was regarded as an 
error that another name was given. But I have learned from 
a Hebrew student that “ Malachi” means Messengers and is not 
the name of a person at all. No one knows who the author of 
the prophecies by that name was and they are simply described 
as coming from the ‘‘ Messengers ’’ who are called “ Malachi” in 
Hebrew. Now as the same personalities called themselves: Mes- 
sengers through the several psychics and in doing so they hap- 
pened to give in English exactly what Imperator gave through 
Stainton Moses in Hebrew, the facts thus make the incident cor- 
rect rather than wholly erroneous. But the important thing is 
that the Imperator group call themselves by the name which 
means “ Angel”’ in the proper sense of an intermediary between 
the dead and the living and so perpetuate the very name and 
function of such agents in both Testaments, and connect spiritism 
with the religion that has so long dominated western civilization. 

It is possible to treat the story of Christ’s temptation from 
the psychic point of view. I shall not assert this with any con- 
fidence, as the evidence within the narrative does not make it 
unquestionable. ‘Taken literally they are narratives that seem 
so much like “ miracles” that they are exposed to the sceptic’s 
theory of invention to magnify the nature and mission of Christ, 
and unless they can receive an interpretation in terms of provable 
psychic phenomena, they may be regarded as mythopoeic. 

Suppose, however, that the alleged experiences were symbolic 
visions on the part of Christ after the type of pictographic and 
symbolic experiences of mediumistic cases, which are very com- 
mon. Such a view would relate them to the phenomena often 
called travelling clairvoyance, which, however, is clairvoyance 
without the travelling. It has the appearance of this and most 
people think they are instances in which the soul leaves the body 
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and travels to the places represented in the visions. But investi- 
gation shows that in one type of mediumship which is picto- 
graphic the thoughts of the dead become hallucinations to the 
living psychic, and he or she cannot distinguish them from being 
as they are represented, objects of consciousness. We have the 
same experiences in our dreams where we are not aware of our 
locus, but think we are where the dream imagery puts us. Most 
psychics talk of leaving the body in such experiences and of go- 
ing to the places represented in the apparitions. But in as much 
as we have distinct and conclusive evidence that mental pictures 
may be produced by the thoughts of external personalities we 
do not require to express the phenomena in terms of travelling, 
but in telepathically induced hallucinations, whether by spirits or 
by living people. Add to this the fact that many such visions are 
symbolic and we may have a clue to what took place in the 
temptations of Christ. There is not evidence to prove this as a 
fact, but it is easier to believe it after what we actually know in 
psychic research than it is to believe either in the miraculous 
character of the accounts or the mythopoeic tendency of the time. 

Most of this discussion has been directed to the work of 
Christ. But we should miss much if we disregarded the relation 
of St. Paul to the phenomena under consideration. The ortho- 
dox type of religious mind has never noticed St. Paul’s ideas on 
this subject, because psychic phenomena were not a part of its 
recognized facts. It had no standard for understanding what 
he was talking about and hence vague “ spiritual” or intellectual 
ideas were assumed to be his meaning. But any man familiar 
with psychic phenomena will recognize in the letters of St. Paul a 
wide acquaintance with the facts as readily as a physician will 
recognize a disease from the descriptions of Hippocrates. 

How much St. Paul knew about psychic phenomena before 
his conversion no one knows. He has given us no information 
on that point. It was his conversion to Christianity that marked 
a great change of mind. His experience on the way to Damascus 
was a psychic phenomenon of the first magnitude, no matter 
what interpretation you put upon it. From what we know of 
similar men and women of this age, we can readily understand 
how he became suddenly seized with a “ control” or invasion of 
an outside intelligence and turned right about in another direc- 
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tion than his orthodox Judaism. He was a man of great earnest- 
ness and worth saving, and the apparition of Christ on the way 
to Damascus, whether it was real or symbolic makes no difference, 
was the beginning of mediumship with him, and from that time 
on he began to recognize the phenomena, in all their types, among 
others and his allusions to them show that he saw them in many 
forms. ‘The 12th, 13th and 14th Chapters of I Corinthians are 
summaries of the whole field with a good deal of sound sense 
regarding them, and one might imagine that he had been a sci- 
entific student of them. 

It is evident from the records in the New Testament, both 
regarding the day of Pentecost and other occasions, that there 
was a great deal of what is today called glossolalia, without im- 
plying any special explanation of the phenomena. “ Speaking 
with tongues ” is the vernacular for it and in the New Testament 
it is often called “ speaking with unknown tongues.” In our 
own time it is speaking a language which the subject does not 
know, and while I have not witnessed it on a large scale, I have 
seen several cases where it has occurred and cannot be ordinarily 
explained. 1 have seen cases, however, in which the speech 
could not be called a language at all. It was merely nonsense 
syllables. Unscientific people speak of such phenomena as due 
to spirits, and while this may be, there is certainly no evidence 
for this in the ordinary gossolalia. However this may be, any 
inexplicable phenomena of the kind were refered in apostolic 
times to spirits, and St. Paul shared the general ideas on this 
subject. But he was somewhat discriminating in regard to 
them. He frankly recognized that it had no importance for 
general truth unless interpreted. He thought it might be “ edify- 
ing ’’ to the subject of them, meaning no doubt that the glossolalic 
patient might have elational and helpful moral impulses from 
such experiences, but unless some intelligible meaning could be 
given to the facts: that is, unless interpretation could be applied 
to them, they were of no use to others. This was an incipient 
distinction between meaningless and meaningful phenomena of 
the kind. 

To illustrate St. Paul’s conceptions, in the 12th Chapter of | 
Corinthians, 8-10, he says: “‘ For to one is given by the Spirit the 
word of wisdom: to another the word of knowledge by the same 
Spirit: to another faith by the same Spirit: to another the gifts 
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of healing by the same Spirit: to another the working of mir- 
acles: to another prophecy: to another discernment of spirits 
(clairvoyance): to another divers kinds of tongues: to another 
the interpretation of tongues.” 

The whole gamut of psychic phenomena is run over here. 
The terms in which they are defined would not adequately de- 
scribe their more strictly scientific conception today, but we can 
easily recognize them. The 13th Chapter of the same letter is a 
good homily on the tendency to schism in the world when people 
get a new idea and forget the “ charity ” or tolerance that should 
become them. St. Paul noticed that every individual that found 
himself psychic wished to set up as a prophet and to domineer 
over others. He therefore counselled them to recognize that 
“ speaking with tongues of men and angels’ had no merits un- 
less the subject of them had “ charity,”, or respect and tolerance 
for others. In the next Chapter, the 14th, he takes up the same 
situation and emphasizes interpretation as most important. Rev- 
elations need to be understood to be useful, and mere glossolalia 
or speaking with tongues carried no merits in it unless we gave 
its meaning. Shouting spirits when utterances were unintelligible 
had no value. Edification came with good sense. <A passage 
should be quoted, because its clear significance is not apparent to 
any but psychic researchers. Chapter 14th and verses 6-11. 

“‘ Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, 
what shall I profit you, except I shall speak to you by revelation, 
or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine? And even 
things without life giving sound, whether pipe or harp, except 
they give a distinction in the sounds, how shall it be known what 
is piped or harped? For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, 
who shall prepare himself to the battle? So likewise ye, except ye 
utter by the tongue words easy to be understood, how shall it be 
known what is spoken? For ye shall speak into the air. There 
are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of 
them is without signification. Therefore if I know not the 
meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a bar- 
barian and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian to me.” 

This is all common sense and there are many spiritualists or 
sympathizers with it today who need to learn this elementary 
lesson. St. Paul is only insisting upon intelligibility as the first 
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condition of accepting anything from spirits. I have no doubt 
that, in that time, the standard of evidence was very much less 
rigid than we should insist on today, but we have here a demand, 
on the part of the apostle, that some discrimination be used in 
judging the phenomena. In the same chapter he further says: 
“Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but 
to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them 
that believe not, but for them which believe.” Here is the tacit 
recognition that the sceptic must have the supernormal assured to 
create belief, while the believer may accept what the unbeliever 
would not and perhaps could not until he was otherwise con- 
vinced. Evidently St. Paul met people and plenty of them who 
needed caution in what they accepted as spiritual. But he un- 
mistakably shows his knowledge of the phenomena. 

The whole doctrine of the resurrection which is taught in the 
15th Chapter of the same Epistle is filled with the doctrines of 
psychic research. St. Paul’s doctrine of the spiritual body here 
is clear and it answers the Epicurean without asserting the resur- 
rection of the physical body. The whole record of St. Paul’s 
statements on the subject indicates probably a far larger outburst 
of these phenomena than any one can imagine except those who 
are familiar with pyschic phenomena in general. 

I wish to repeat and emphasize the fact that the argument 
which I am presenting for psychic phenomena in the New Testa- 
ment and determining a reconstruction of its meaning does not 
depend on the truth or accuracy of the incidents narrated in it. 
Criticism has availed to distinguish between many things accept- 
able and those not so, but in this discussion I do not care whether 
the stories of “ miraculous” healing are true or not. I shall 
make a present to any critic of any view he chooses to hold about 
them. It may not be true that Christ cured Jarius’s daughter and 
it may not be true that Peter escaped from prison as asserted. 
But it is certain that the New Testament records statements which 
have no meaning at all unless they imply a knowledge of psychic 
phenomena. They may be wrong, if you like, in the application 
of their knowledge to the special cases, but their accounts are not 
intelligible unless they imply a knowledge of the phenomena 
which psychic research has proved over and over agair to be 
real facts. I have no doubt that, accepting the narratives as 
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conveying some sort of truth about what happened, they may be 
too brief to be sure of all that occurred and they may be mixed 
up with interpretations and inferences instead of accurate obser- 
vation of the facts. But all that does not alter the perfectly 
evident fact in the records that the narrators and their witnesses 
were familiar with psychic phenomena and this suffices to deter- 
mine the interpretation of the Gospels and to fix the standard 
of belief as to what can be accepted and what doubted or held in 
suspense of judgment. To speak of the appearance of Moses 
and Elias is only to speak of what people had already believed in 
general to be facts; namely, apparitions of the dead. Whether 
Moses and Elias appeared on this special occasion may be de- 
bated or disbelieved as much as you please. But you cannot 
question what the story implies; namely, that the people believed 
in such things and that we have proved them to be true in modern 
times, whatever explanation you give of them. In the English 
Census of Hallucinations they collected a large number of ap- 
paritions of the dying and came unanimously to the conclusion 
that they were not due to chance. ‘They offered no positive ex- 
planation of them, and taken with the apparitions of the dead 
collected, Mr. Gurney and Mr. Myers felt that there was a strong 
argument for survival in these verified apparitions alone, to say 
nothing of mediumistic experiments which multiplied and com- 
plicated the evidence so that there is no escape from the conclu- 
sion, except by men too ignorant to do their own thinking. But 
apparitions of the dead and dying, however explained, are facts 
and suggest that it is not incredible that an apparition of Moses 
and Elias may have occurred as narrated, whatever explanation 
you prefer to offer. 

It will be the same with the “ miracles” of healing. You 
may make allowance for all the distortion and exaggeration you 
like, the facts will remain that we have multiplied evidence every- 
where for nearly a century that such phenomena occur today. 
I have myself cured a man who was regarded as insane and 
sent to Bellevue Hospital because he could talk of nothing else 
than rats in his brain. I do not blame physicians for their 
diagnosis and recommendation of the case. He had no money to 
pay their bills and they could hardly do anything else, unless they 
frankly changed their views of psychic phenomena. But how- 
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ever that may be, I took the man, used hypnotic suggestion and 
cured him completely in three days. This was about three years 
ago and he went on the stage as a musician and is earning his 
living and is happy. The policy of the physicians would have 
made him insane instead of curing him. I have often cured minor 
difficulties by suggestion, tho I do not make a practice of this 
art. I aided in the cure of another case diagnosed as insane by 
New York physicians and sent to Blackwell’s Island. The man 
would not allow their recommendations to be carried out. He is 
now well, happy, and earning his living. He too had no money 
to pay the doctors. 

But the School of Nancy and the Salpetriére represent the ex- 
istence of mental healing on a large scale and the Emmanuel 
Movement is a direct effort to restore the primitive Christian 
healing, but even the church will not see the light and begin 
the reformation that will again restore it to power. It is only 
stupidity that does not see the connection between our modern 
spiritual healing and that of the New Testament. 

It is not to be questioned that the mind of the patient has 
something to do with the result, but it is not everything. I shall 
leave to scientific investigation the determination of exactly what 
the subjects of such cures contribute, but that has nothing to do 
with the question whether they are instances that cannot be ex- 
plained by orthodox materialistic medicine. And moreover it is 
not here the question of the nature of the cures, but whether 
mental and spiritual healing of the present day is not the same 
as that of the New Testament, and that once proved, we have 
an entire reconstruction of Biblical interpretation. Science be- 
comes reconciled with religion, even tho the reconciliation is one 
involving the entire triumph of science. 

The interesting circumstance in the whole question is that 
by far the largest majority of the “ miracles” were phenomena 
of healing. Very few other “ miracles” are narrated and with 
them we have nothing to do, unless we can duplicate them today. 
Then we should either accept those of the New Testament or 
explain them scientifically. No doubt early ages had their dif- 
ficulties with these narratives, as the whole history of Christian 
Evidences abundantly shows. ‘“ Miracles” were the great 
stumbling blocks of all intelligent men. Even the church did not 
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attempt to keep up the “ miracles” of healing, or attempting 
them did not succeed, tho some writers maintain that they never 
wholly ceased. Harnack, it seems learnedly tries to prove that 
there is good evidence for some remarkable cures in later Chris- 
tian and medizval times. But the proper way to settle such a 
problem is not to discuss ancient history or endeavor to vindicate 
the trustworthiness and testimony of people out of the reach of 
cross examination, but to experiment and investigate today. See 
if you cannot produce the same results now, where observation 
can be thorough and witnesses can be examined. That is science 
and intelligence. Writing and criticizing legends is not science. 
Apropos of this remark it is interesting to know how many men 
have spent years and fortunes trying to understand Joan of Arc. 
But they will not spend five cents or five minutes investigating 
the same kind of persons today. Andrew Lang studied and 
wrote a great deal about Joan of Arc and vindicated the psychic 
character of her phenomena. But he thought it very vulgar to 
experiment with Mrs. Piper! Your modern student, like the 
dogmatic theologians, love to dwell in the nimbus of mythology, 
but never to get down to verifiable facts. 

Science is the verification of assertions about the past by the 
examination of the present. ‘Tradition is not the standard of 
truth, but what we can determine today about the laws of na- 
ture. Too many people think science is the mere results of cer- 
tain men’s thinking. It is nothing of the kind. It is a method, 
a method of verification in present experience of any claims made 
about the past or future. It is an examination of the present 
moment and successive ones until we can distinguish between 
the transient and permanent elements in it. . Then we can rea- 
sonably decide what is credible and what not credible in the past. 
Of course, we may not be able to prove by investigation of the 
present whether a particular event or alleged event happened in 
the past, but we can ascertain whether it was possible or not, and 
when an event is a proved fact for the present it is not possible 
to deny its credibility in the past. Now science has abundantly 
proved existence of all types of psychic phenomena that we have 
been reviewing in the New Testament and only certain physical 
“ miracles’ remain unproved. We do not have to believe them 
until they are made credible by present experience and proof. 
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It is actual experience that is the fundamental test of truth and 
it has been nothing but an absurd confidence in tradition that 
has prevented men from examining the credentials of their be- 
liefs in personal investigation. 

One circumstance that tends to support the belief that re- 
markable cures took place under the supervision of Christ is the 
fact that the Apostles did not succeed after Christ’s death so 
well as he did. Very few cures are recorded by them and these 
not so conspicuous as those of Christ. The Acts of the Apostles 
mentions only two and the Epistle to the Romans mentions none 
at all. ‘“‘ Miracles” declined. The mythopoeic instinct should 
have been as active under their careers as under that of Christ. 

Sut the ‘ miracles *’, so far as the New Testament accounts are 
concerned, are almost confined to the four Gospels and the life of 
Christ. It is probable that the Apostles’ inferiority to Christ 
in power had more to do with the decline of “ miracles’ and the 
belief in them than the influence to which Mr. Lecky appeals. 
He thought it due to the gradual disappearance of the belief be- 
cause of the growth of scientific intelligence. This was no 
doubt true, but this growth of the belief in “ natural” laws was 
itself due to the neglect of the facts which psychic research re- 
juvenates. ‘The power to do the same things that are reported of 
Christ was neglected or did not exist, and the belief fell as much 
by this default as by the progress of ordinary scientific knowledge. 

The religious mind has been too intent in the past on com- 
batting science. If it could have clearly seen that scientific 
method is its best friend, it might have held the materialistic 
tendencies of this age in check. But it has always had the bad 
taste and bad politics of antagonizing the method which 
promised it the best of vindication. The conflict of religion and 
science is one of the standing beliefs of the age. Certain re- 
ligious teachers may protest against this verdict all they please, 
it is a fact proved by the literature of both the scientific and re- 
ligious world, and the first instinct of most religious people is to 
depreciate science whenever it proves a fact that suggests oppo- 
sition to some favorite religious creed. But all this must be 
given up and science given the place which even Christianity gave 
it. Christianity was founded on alleged facts, not on a philo- 
sophic scheme of the universe. It appealed to observed facts to 
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prove immortality, not to a priort dogmas which one age may 
believe and the next reject. It was, in fact, a scientific religion, 
and in taking up the attitude of opposition to science it was but 
pursuing the way to the grave whose course it took as soon as it 
abandoned the pragmatic character of its master and refused to 
apply his gospel of brotherhood. It has, in fact, never tried 
persistently to carry out his teaching either in respect of healing 
or practical efforts to organize a brotherhood on a large scale. 
To approach it through the truths of psychic research is to dis- 
cover its fundamental meaning and to give Christ and his work 
the unique place it deserves while it gives it scientific credentials. 
The reconstruction of the church, as organized idealism, is neces- 
sary, but it cannot be done without verifying its claims in the 
actual experience of the present. It rests with its devotees to see 
this and to make a rational effort to pursue this policy. Instead 
of this, it seems to be pursuing a course which Carlyle reproached 
so severely when he accused the aristocracy of not leading the 
world but simply preserving its game. 
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AN EXPERIMENT IN AUTOMATIC WRITING. 


By JAmMeEs H. Hystop. 






The following case is a matter of interest for its psychological 
form and not for the evidence. It is most curious on any theory 
of its origin. The lady is a private person, a lecturer on other 
subjects, and is quite. ashamed of her psychic tendencies. She 
wrote me a short time before calling on me and expressed herself 
as having peculiar gifts and as wholly unwilling to let any of her 
clients in her lecture work know what she could do. She was 
quite distrustful of her powers and indeed was quite dubious 
about their nature. I made an appointment to see her and 
when she called she consented to try automatic writing. Im- 
perator purported to be present and on my request for his sign 
immediately made the sign of the cross, which the lady said she 
did not know and had never heard of. There was nothing else 
in the writing that was characteristic of him, so far as he was 
known through Stainton Moses and Mrs. Piper. She had not 
read on this subject to any extent and there is no reason to 
question her statement about it, as she was too much ashamed 
of it and her own experiences to pay any attention to it. Before 
indulging any critical comments I quote the record. The auto- 
matic writing was done in the conscious state—Editor. 































January 14th, 1912. 
Now Dr. Hyslop, I have something to say to you of importance. 

I want you to know that we have chosen this lady to tell you some 

things that 1 want you to know. I am Imperator, I can talk a 

through her in a way better than almost any other person. She is 

a hard subject to manage but I think you can control her better than 

we can. There now! She would laugh at this if she were going 

to her death. Isn’t itso? [1] 


1. This flattery of the psychic is a very common feature of these phe- 
nomena and it may well be an automatic reflex of normal self-consciousness 
which manages to suppress itself in ordinary conversation, but inevitably 
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Now to begin, I want you to know that we have almost used 
Mrs. Piper up. She is not in good condition by any means and is 
really almost useless as one to carry on our particular work. ‘The 
objection to this lady is that her own brain will oppose us but on the 
other hand it is her brain that we can use if she will only be passive, 
a change has come over her in a |erased by writing over it the next 
word.] within a few days. She has been overworked by spirits who 
long to use her, mainly she has been overworked. | underscored. | 


[2] 


crops out in subconscious action. I had no evidence of this in the conver- 
sation with the lady. On the contrary, she was ashamed of the phenomena 
and knew little about them. Her own attitude of mind toward the phenomena 
is clearly indicated in the last two sentences. 

2. This passage about Mrs. Piper is very apt and correct. She had been 
overworked and used up, and this was said by Imperator through Mrs. 
Piper herself. But the statements apply to the period antecedent to the time 
of his own control. But this had been published in Dr. Hodgson’s report 
and no one knows, perhaps the lady herself does not remember what might 
have come to her casually about this circumstance. We can have no absolute 
assurance on this point. The statement, however, that she was not in good 
condition at the time is true, whatever interpretation we put upon it, as she 
was neither physically nor psychically fit for work and it is extremely doubt- 
ful if this lady knew anything about the facts. Very few knew it, tho it 
was a matter of more or less public knowledge that she had ceased to give 
sittings or that something had happened to cause a cessation of the public 
interest in her work. But the strongest incident in the passage is the one 
in which it is said that she “is really almost useless as one to carry on our 
particular work.” It was not known to the public that the Imperator group 
distinguished in this way between their own “particular work” and that 
done by the control whom they supplanted. This allusion here is most 
pertinent and I cannot believe without good evidence that the lady knew 
anything about the facts. The thing involves an intimate knowledge of that 
group and its purpose that no casual information would bring to her and 
she had not read any of the reports on Mrs. Piper. The Imperator group 
always wished to mingle the religious and philosophical work with the evi- 
dential and to do this in a systematic way. The work of the Phinuit control 
never availed to do this intelligently and was occupied with performing 
“stunts ”, if I may use a slang phrase to contrast his work with theirs. 

The lady’s remarks about herself in this connection, if I may state the 
case in that way instead of ascribing them to Imperator, as they purport to 
be from him, exactly represent what I should expect of the Imperator group. 
They also strive to reduce the activity of the subject’s mind in order to have 
their own personality flow through. Whether she had been overworked by 
“ spirits” cannot be determined, but if the sudden and intense interest which 
she had at that particular time in this work is any index of the situation 
the statement might be correct, tho in no respect evidential. 
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The main control is myself, but there are others who are anxious 
to press a claim for Prof. James and with every right to do so. I 
think I will have to stand back for a time and give way to some who 
wish to speak through this lady. We call her “ Josephine ” and her 
guide “ Joseph.” [3 

(Mrs. B.: Well, Joseph you must be a new one.) 

Well I am not new. I only want to give myself a name but 
you objected to “ Ancient’. My sign is Imperator. 

(What is your sign, Imperator ?) 

and I [erased.] 1 am Imperator. Do you doubt it? Well here 
it is + [sign of the cross made.] [4] 


I recognized this as correct and held some conversation with 
the lady about it in which she said she had never heard of this 
sign and its association with Imperator. We then went on with 
the writing. 












Now we are off as it were. I want to say that we can work 
through this lady and we want her to give us a little time to learn 
how to manage her. She is sincere in saying that if she can be of 
use that she is willing. It is only the nonsense in it that makes her 
afraid to be known as one who is interested in psychic matters. Now 
Prof. it is a more difficult matter than you can imagine to get hold 
of Prof. James and get him down to business. Because he knows 
so much is the reason it is difficult to get him in touch with the earth 













3. The lady herself had not known that any control claimed the name of 
“Joseph” or that she was called by “ Josephine”. This is an interesting in- 
vention on the theory of subliminal fabrication. But I have obtained in 
another case the association of the name Joseph with the Imperator group, 
and tho I can give the fact no other than a casual significance the coinci- 
dence is there. The allusion to Prof. James is not evidential, as he was in 
the mind of almost every one interested in the subject at that time. 










4. The prompt giving of the sign of the cross was very impressive. If 
we could be absolutely sure that casual knowledge had not brought to the 
lady any information about its use by that group it would be a very strongly 
evidential incident. The lady herself disavowed all knowledge of its signi- 
ficance and was surpr:sed that it was correct and indeed had more confidence 
in herself from its coming in that way. The only impeachment that the 
fact can have would come from the hypothesis that she had once known the 
fact and forgotten it and that it emerged here by subconscious association 
with the name of Imperator. Her busy life in lecturing on other subjects 
and her dislike of the whole subject, tho compelled to recognize it by the 
facts in her experience, tend to support her claim that she knew nothing 
about its meaning. 
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world. He has so much to unlearn of what goes on over here. You 
understand I know how that is. He wants to * * [evidently for 
“communicate ’ but is written like ‘ committal ’] and he does not want 
to. He wants to rest awhile but also he knows you want to hear 
from him. Death as you or some call it takes away one’s vitality. 

I think this lady can be trained to do for us some very good 
things. Put her to some test as it were. ‘Talk to me please. 

(Who is it writing now?) [5] 

Imperator. I will not let any one else come in today, but I will 
at another time. 


(Can you tell me about some things that recently occurred in 
Boston ?) 

Yes it is all very clear. The medium in question did much good 
work you will find except for the last two pages that im ... [erased.] 
most of it was very reliable. The last two pages are faulty in the 
extreme. 

(Do you know the nature of the phenomena that I have in mind ?) 

Yes she told you that a new Society would be formed by promi- 
nent and reliable people but there is a break in that plan, caused 
by a death soon to occur. That will change much concerning the 
scheme but it will again be taken up but the Boston medium will 
not be the one to carry it on. [6] 


5. The further description of the lady’s state of mind is interesting, tho 
not evidential, and especially interesting for the suspicion that it would 
arouse in the believer in fraud that it was a device to enlist my interest. 
But I knew the situation too well to attach any importance to an hypothesis 
of that kind. 

The statement about Prof. James recalls a similar one of Dr. Hodgson 
about himself through Mrs. Chenoweth. It was that he knew too much about 
the subject to be a good communicator and when we consider the nature of 
the process of communication the statements are entirely reasonable. It is 
a process that is not wholly under the control of the will of the communi- 
cator and this exposes the contents of one’s mind to transmission without any 
determining factor as to the facts best calculated to prove personal identity. 

6. 1 accepted the challenge of the control to put the lady to a test and 
so asked my question about events in Boston of which I knew that the lady 
had no means of information. The outcome was not successful. The refer- 
ence to the “last two pages” of the record was definite enough, but it had 
no meaning whatever. I wanted some statement about what was going on 
with Mrs. Chenoweth, but nothing of any evidential or even coincidental 
importance whatever came in answer to the question. 

I was not told about the organization of a new Society and indeed such 
an idea was as foreign to expectations as it was foreign to the nature of 
the communications. Nothing ever occurred, to my knowledge, that would 
suggest a coincidence with the break of a plan by a death soon to occur. I[ 
cannot imagine it to refer to what actually did occur three years later in the 
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(Who is the group of men thinking about that ?) 

It is on the Vanderbilt side of the house people related and 
people who through a death will take up a greater interest. I 
wonder very much that rich people do not help us more. It is so 
important and so close to them as well as to others. Yes and so 
afraid of being known as interested in these matters as this lady is. 
[7] , 
Suppose we try letting this lady talk awhile and you ask ques- 
tions. 









There were then further oral communications, but I could not 
take them down adequately and they were much like the auto- 
matic writing. Then the writing was resumed. 








She does do her best work with the pencil now. I wanted to 
test her also. But I think that it will be p ... [erased.] no probable 
that she will do both as the occasion requires. As a physician she 
will do the best work by speaking as a Dr. would if called in. 

Dr. Mathews lives in Paris. He is a member of the occult so- 
ciety there and goes out of the body at will. Look this up. /t is 
true. [underscored three times.]_ Why do you speak slowly? [8] 

‘(In order to write down what I say.) 

Yes but it is not necessary in this case. speak quickly yes 
quickly at the next meeting. No to tell you the truth we are an- 
other band altogether. Your own is here and stands aside. Even 
the Hindu who has been accustomed to rule (if I may say that word) 
when Mrs. B. uses the pencil has been obliged to stand aside also. 
We want to say that we can help in this work a great deal. We 
will get into our own cases or in touch with our work to prove to 
you that we are not only strong but faithful. 




















death of Mr. Friend who had resigned from his work with us. It did spoil 
a plan of the lady who had resigned at the same time. But the statements 
here might apply to a thousand things wholly unrelated to the affairs of the 
Society. It still remains to determine whether the prediction about the 
Boston medium shall turn out correct, and it remains at this writing (May 
25th, 1915) to have any evidence that the passage has any relevance whatever 
to the crisis through which the Society has just passed. 

7. The allusion to the Vanderbilt family is good evidence that I have 
correctly interpreted the reference to the plan for a new Society. It re- 
mains still to ascertain whether this prediction is anything more, possibly like 
the first one, than subliminal dreaming on the part of the lady. Subconscious 
fabrication is the only hypothesis that recommends itself. 

8. There is nothing in this passage of interest supernormally. The al- 
lusion to D. Mathews of Paris has no significance beyond guesswork or sub- 
liminal memory. 
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The time has come when much of the slow and ponderous work 
can be laid aside. It can be done now, much of it, with the same 
force as electricity moves. Where from? Well, we know more 
than you do where from but it comes and it will come now with 
force and power. [9]~ 

(Why do you compare it with electricity ?) 

Secause it works with power and brings light to a subject. It 
is not electricity but more on that order than any comparison I can 
make. [10] 

(What are you in the habit of calling mediums ?) 

I call them “ psychics’, you call them lights or sensitives. Psy- 
chic is a good word because it pertains to the soul. Not to the 
spirit as many suppose. Spirit has to be gained. Soul is always 
present. 

(What did you call Mrs. Piper ?) 

I call Mrs. Piper a plain medium one through whom the work 
was done. She is not a “ psychic ”, could be called a sensitive per- 
haps, but we call such forces that we use mediums. 

(Who was associated with you in controlling Mrs. Piper ?) 

[am not Imperator. He is behind you Dr. [11] 


9. This passage does not deserve any special comment. It is neither one 
way nor the other characteristically. One can take any theory he pleases about 
it and have no evidence for or against it. The allusion to the Hindu has no 
special meaning for any theory. The comparison with electricity is a com- 
mon one with the ranks to which the lady belongs and hence has no sugges- 
tiveness here, tho it is anomalous. 


10. The distinction between electricity and psychic power is more like a 
suggestion of the supernormal,, It is wholly unlike the popular conception 
of the agency in this work, tho we may conceive easily enough that any or- 
dinary intelligence, on the slightest reflection, might make the distinction so 
as not to leave the comparison in the air. 


11. I asked my question about what the alleged control called mediums 
in order to test his identity. The Imperator group had always called them 
“lights ” through Stainton Moses, Mrs. Piper, Mrs. Smead, and Mrs. Cheno- 
weth and on the hypothesis that Imperator was present, I had a right to 
expect the answer to be “lights”, assuming that the subconscious could be 
overcome. The answer, the reader will observe, was not correct, tho as- 
suming that the subconscious distorted it the answer came near being correct. 
It is the reverse of the facts. We had been accustomed to call them psychics 
and Imperator, “lights”. The diversion about the soul is quite like the sub- 
conscious, tho it would be quite as natural to Imperator. The idea that 
“spirit is gained” falls into line with the doctrine of provisional salvation 
which is not what the Imperator group teach when discussing immortality, 
tho they would agree with the idea in relation to salvation, not survival. 


The statement that “Imperator is behind me” and not controlling was 
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There was then further talk about the subject, and the writ- 
ing was resumed as follows again. 


This morning has been planned for the control (pardon the 
word) is a new one. ‘That is, it is an attempt to use new forces. 
The influence has been of still higher powers. The late peculiar 
expression in your ear has been a help to you. We are trying what 
soul—your own soul can do. She is mainly influenced by her own 
soul. Study both of you the powers of the soul within one. Do not 
lose sight of that when studying influences from without. She has 
made a fight for her own soul—it is growing fast now and can com- 
municate its own impressions from surrounding conditions. [12] 






There is. absolutely nothing in this record which you can 
pick out with any assurance whatever that it is supernormal, un- 
less the sign of the cross be such an incident. I have to assume 
that the name of Imperator and his relation to Mrs. Piper was 
or might have been casually learned and perhaps the same has 
to be assumed of the sign of the cross, in spite of Mrs. B.’s state- 
ment that she had never heard of it. But at any rather this 
incident is the only one that would create a suggestion of the 
supernormal. The rest of it is possibly explicable by subcon- 
scious action. I say possibly because I can recognize touches 
here and there of possible intromission of outside ideas, tho not 
in the specific forms that would be required to prove that it 
was a foreign inspiration. The notes explain all this and it is 
only the borderland character of some of the words and the mean- 
ing of their environment that would suggest a coloring of the 
supernormal to one familiar with the work, but would not prove 
it. There is just enough to suggest the possibility that spirits 
are present trying to communicate, but if they are, their stmulus 
is very ineffective. All that we could say is that they were trying 
and producing no effect but to divert the stream of subconscious 


contrary to my thought at the time and assuming that this statement is true 
it might account for the mistake about the names of mediums and the dis- 
cursive remarks about the soul, and this on any theory of the passage. 


12. It is quite characteristic of the Imperator group to recognize that 
our own souls are factors in this work, but the circumstance that most in- 


telligent people emphasize personal spiritual culture robs the fact of evidential 
significance. 
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activity in the right direction without availing to transmit any of 
their own personality through it. 

The interesting fact about the record as a whole is the im- 
personation in the third person, tho much of it is about the lady 
herself. On the theory that spirits have influenced the form or 
content this is not exceptional. But why should the subconscious 
play that game, unless it is itself deceived? If it is half so in- 
telligent as it gets the credit for it should not be deceived itself 
as to the source of its knowledge and statements. The most 
natural way for the mind is to speak of itself as in the normal 
consciousness in terms of the first person. But in this subject 
we always find it impersonating in the third person. Nor is it 
an explanation of the facts merely to say that it is subconscious 
or that there is no evidence of the supernormal. We require to 
know why the subconscious impersonates foreign intelligence 
when it is dealing with this problem and never does so in any other 
circumstances apparently. It is not enough to say that the sub- 
conscious does it because there is no evidence for foreign intelli- 
gence. We have to remember that foreign intelligence may act 
only as a stimulus to arouse subconscious ideas and this would 
imply spiritistic influence tho we had no spiritistic content to 
prove it. When we say that certain phenomena are explained 
by the subconscious we usually mean to assert or imply that the 
statements originate there and are not imported from without. 

_We do not assume spiritistic stimulus and so assume that we 
are dealing only with a system of mechanisms in the mind itself. 

— ‘But when we have once proved the existence of foreign mes- 
sages and their transmission through the subconscious with its 
invariable coloring effect on the stimulus thus produced, we have 
the way open for the supposition that we may have external 
stimulus but internal content, tho this content would not spon- 
taneously arise without such stimulus. 7On that theory, we can 
fully account for such records as this one. Whether we can 
prove such a view to be the correct one is another matter. We 
cannot prove it in this instance and it is only mentioned because 
there is as much anomaly on the side of explanation by the sub- 
conscious as on the side of spirits. The best verdict is that we 
do not yet know how to apportion the causal agencies in such a 
case. , 
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Incidents that throw doubt upon any outside influence are 
such answers as were given to my questions. When I asked 
the purported Imperator, as the writing appeared to indicate, 
what he had been accustomed to calling “mediums” I had in 
mind what he and his group always called them through Stain- 
ton Moses, Mrs. Piper, Mrs. Smead and Mrs. Chenoweth; 
namely, “lights.” I wanted to further test the identity of the 
alleged personality. The answer was not correct and it repre- 
sents so much evidence that the lady was not familiar with the 
Imperator personality and work. It tends to support her claim 
that she knew nothing about them. It does not disprove their 
presence. It simply leaves us without evidence of their presence. 
If we did not have to deal with the subconscious as the vehicle 
of messages the failure to answer correctly might derogate from 
their claims. But with the subconscious and its limitations it is 
natural that specific messages would not always come through in 
the form sent, especially if the method of transmission be picto- 
graphic. 

The chief interest of the record is its elusive character. It 
is but representative in this respect. We can be certain that we 
are not dealing with common fraud and we can be certain that 
the subconscious is a factor in the result, if not the sole responsible 
agent. On the supposition that we are in any respect whatever 
dealing with spirits it is certain that there is not the evidence 
for any such hypothesis that we must demand for it. On the 
contrary there is not adequate evidence of the identity of any 
foreign personality unless we choose to regard the sign of the 
cross as sufficient, which it would hardly be if we were absolutely 
certain that it was not a subconscious reproduction of some 
memory. But the absence of evidence for spirits is not ade- 
quate proof that it is all subconscious, tho in an argument with 
the sceptic for his conversion we should have to assume that. 
For we have to prove the subconscious content quite as much as 
spiritistic claims. The problem of identity, so to speak, applies 
quite as much to the subconscious as to spirits. We must prove 
the identity of the content in both the normal and the subcon- 
scious states. We have no evidence for a normal source of the 
statements in this case any more than we have it for spirits, 
except the traces of the lady’s normal language where its super- 
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normal source would have cast the thought in foreign expression, 
if not influenced or colored by the subconscious. 

But the whole affair is one of those things that help to ad- 
monish caution in the interpretation of such phenomena. It is 
not enough that we should be sure of the honesty of the psychic. 
We are so sure that the subconscious is a factor in the result that 
we have to insist rigidly on the statements being strictly eviden- 
tial in order to tolerate the hypothesis of spirits. We cannot 
even assume their part as stimulus without influence on the con- 
tent, until we have gone farther into the investigation of such 
cases. With all the evidence of limitations to the subconscious 
we have to argue on the assumption that it can easily do all these 
things, and perhaps assume that it may be self-deceived as to the 
origin of its own phenomena. This may not be true, but unless 
we secure better evidence for spiritistic influence we must sup- 
pose a subjective origin of all the phenomena. Whether it turn 
out the true hypothesis or not, scientific method requires,us to 
stretch explanations by the subconscious until there is more evi- 
dence of the supernormal. All this goes without saying, but I 
reiterate it here in order to show why the record has any value 
at all, and this value comes entirely from the perplexing nature 
of the phenomena on any hypothesis. When we wish to evade 
spirits as the explanation it is very convenient to throw the 
responsibility on the subconscious, but if the scientific sceptic, 
who has no prejudices against spirits, even tho they be regarded 
as insane, should ask us for evidence that the subconscious had 
produced the phenomena we should be in as many straits for 
showing this evidence as we would if the claim were presented 
for spirits. The field is much more one for a confession of ig- 
norance than for the pretensions of knowledge. 
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INCIDENTS. 


The Society assumes no responsibility for anything published under 
this head and no endorsement is implied, except that it has been fur- 
nished by an apparently trustworthy contributor whose name is given 
unless withheld by his own request. 


INTRODUCTION. 


The following narrative of experiences is from a private 
person who wrote out her experiences from time to time and 
filed them with us for preservation. Some of them were re- 
corded at the time of their occurrence and all of them deserve 
record. Some of them have been published before in the Pro- 
gressive Thinker, but in certain instances were subjected here to 


further inquiry. We published one experience of hers in the 
first volume of the Journal (p. 369). The story of her experi- 
ences must determine its own value. All that we emphasize here 
is the fact that she is a private person and has never engaged 
in professional work of any kind.—E.ditor. 


MY SPIRITUALISTIC EXPERIENCES TO DATE. 


By Miss ANNA STOCKINGER, 


Versailles, Ind. 


May 9th, 1909. 


In stating this, the actual occurrence of my otherwise uneventful 
life, I shall disguise no facts, however personal they may be, nor 
shall I exaggerate them ; on the contrary, I shall give the true history 
as briefly as will be consistent with the facts of the most interesting 
years of my short life. 


Looking back now, no glamor has been thrown by the past over 
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those years; they seem to have been prosaic enough, but when I 
consider the years of my early girlhood and on up to the time of my 
awakening, the darkness, the mental thralldom in which I was 
obliged to live, make me shudder. I say obliged, for is it a child’s 
fault that it cannot pierce the dense material world and discover the 
eternal in all things? 

No one has a right to be ignorant, but where was I to get wis- 
dom? Schools and churches didn’t furnish it, and I strove in vain 
to get from books that mental food so steadily craved. An abun- 
dance of scientific and materialistic literature was ever at my com- 
mand, but I felt it all to be scarcely more than mere speculative 
philosophy, and how is one alone, and struggling ever for the light, 
to know that genuine knowledge in answer to one’s requirements, 
is to be obtained only through one’s own powers; moreover, the 
powers of a child are through custom, repressed. for, from earliest 
dawn of an infant’s thought, it is made to lean upon outside help. 
The child is forced to study, and to learn what some great wise man 
has thought in time past, and no sooner is one book outgrown by the 
child, than another is forthcoming, and still another, thus leaving 
no time or strength for an original thought! 


As adults, we still have those who think for us; we have in- 
structors, ministers, and our political corrallers, and. only with the 
progress of time do we sometimes manage to exert our own mind 
on some great question; our reasoning power begins feebly to 
awaken, till sometimes these, our former proxy-thinkers are obliged 
to learn from us, the great common people. 

That a better understanding may come of what is to follow, | 
shall state that I am 38 years old, single, and while not physically 
robust, have steady nerves. Brought up in immediate access to a 
large number of choice books of my father’s collection, my range of 
reading has been an exceptionally broad one; my tastes as a student 
having been inherited from my father. 


Because we read Darwin, Huxley, Paine, Ingersoll and such 
writers, we were called “ Infidels,” and as we support no church are 
still known as infidels! We were unprejudiced by any former teach- 
ing and were free to think for ourselves, still, I think we had a 
leaning towards materialism. Indeed, I often heard my father say 
that death was the end of man; that he thought man would not 
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survive death. As to myself, | invariably dismissed that subject 
from my mind and refused to allow myself to think for a moment 
about it either one way or another. 

At an early age I discovered that I could amuse myself by the 
hour looking at a panorama of constantly moving pictures apparently 
in the air. I could stand looking out of an open window and grad- 
ually would not be conscious of any material object by any of the 
senses, but a few feet out in the air there would appear to my vision 
an interesting and ever changing panorama. I did not move and 
these processions would slowly move along, one object after another 
leaving my field of vision as it were, and as long as I cared to look 
they came; unfamiliar, strange, but withal interesting. There were 
curious low houses, business houses with signs and printed words 
thereon that I could read, trains, engines, elephants, camels, curious 
two-wheeled carts drawn by dark-skinned people. The ground al- 
ways appeared to be a desert sand, without any visible vegetation. 
When my interest was a passing one merely, the objects would 
pass along steadily out of my range of vision but when I looked 
attentively, the pictures would remain longer. 

I recall one such scene in a procession of these “ moving pic- 
tures”. Two small and very dark-skinned men, nude, with the 
exception of white breech cloth and cap, were passing along when 
suddenly one stooped and began to hunt in the sand round him. 
His companion also stooped and scratched in the sand and finally 
squatted down to search closer. The other shuffled in the sand 
with his feet as he continued in a stooping posture. One finally 
picked up something small like a coin, handed it to the other and 
both passed out of sight. Always the people I saw thus were dark- 
skinned and resembled the people of India. I did not tell my 
people of these sights or visions, and finally paid no more attention 
to them, not because my interest in them palled, but because I did not 
wish to be thought indolent! Since then, I have seen them no 
more, nor can I see the like again, when I try putting myself in the 
same state of reception. I was not imaginative then, but am sure 
the pictures did not arise from some course of reading. [1] 






1. Miss Stockinger here happens to note early experiences which are 
intimations of coming mediumship, but which are too often taken as signs 
of something morbid or dangerous and symptomatic of mental aberration. If 
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About 15 years ago I began to read books on Spiritualism and 
kindred subjects, also books that explained all the phenomena of 
Spiritualism through telepathy, sub-conscious mind, etc. While it 
was all quite interesting to me, I know now, that I understood noth- 
ing about it one way or another. I thought, tho, if I thought any- 
thing, that the phenomena could all be accounted for very easily 
without having to resort to influence of supposed spirit origin. 

One evening about 12 years ago, so near as I can remember, [| 
was invited to attend a “table tipping” at one of the neighbors. 
I was ignorant of such experience, but like many another, was con- 
fident I knew how it was done. Suffice to say, however, all my 
fine-spun theories imbibed from writers on telepathy, magnetism, 
sub-conscious mind, etc., failed to explain to my mind the phe- 
nomena of table-tipping. From this time I commenced to study the 
subject more seriously, and with as much earnestness as a girl of 
my age could muster! My sister (17 years) and I sat for table 
tipping. Many messages for ourselves came from relatives also 
some for strangers which we feared to deliver. My father took no- 
tice when messages came to us from relatives of his that we had 
never heard him mention; whose names we never knew. I must 
tell all this in order to be understood in what follows, but before 
entering into the real work, I shall describe those who came to be 
my teachers on the other side. 

A favorite uncle of ours was a doctor living in Kansas. He 
graduated from the Cincinnati, O. Medical College (Eclectic) from 
an Allopathic school of medicine, and from the Homeopathic school 
of St. Louis, Mo. (Once I asked, childishly, why he went through 


parents could learn their true significance and treat them rightly they might 
be converted into useful developments. Children are said to be imagina- 
tive and parents let such things go at that or even punish them for lying, 
when they should know or learn to know that the liabilities are very much 
better than that, tho they should also take notice of them for their suggestion 
of exposure to obsession. Whether the mediumship will be’ good or bad will 
depend on the personalities that control. It is in the hands of parents as much 
as the subjects to determine which direction the development will take. But 
visions or apparitions of this kind, usually dismissed as imagination or 
hallucinations—and they are that often, tho of a veridical type—are very 
frequent with young children and should be handled with great care. They 
cannot be prevented, but they can be managed so as to develop children in 
the right direction for the use of such powers as the facts indicate. 
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so many schools and he replied, “ Well, there’s a little good in each 
one, and I study all so I can take the good from them and use it in 
practice.) He was a great student till his death at 45. On his 
last visit to us some 14 years ago, he was on his return from the 
Kclectic Medical College, in O. There he had made the acquaintance 
of Joseph Rhodes Buchanan and Dr. Campbell of the school. The 
former, he told us girls, was a psychic; he could hold a stranger’s 
letter to his forehead, then describe the writer and his surroundings 
and tell what he had written in the letter. This, my uncle seemed 
to find very interesting. He urged us to practice and experiment 
along this line. He spoke of Spiritualism, advised us to read, study, 
and if possible try to cultivate some power so as to experiment and 
learn something along this line. By nature, he was a serious, lov- 
able, gentle sort of man, unassuming and considered a bit effeminate 
by the worldly sort of undiscerning creatures. I tried to study along 
the lines my uncle had laid down, and before another year had 
gone, he passed out of physical life, and with the exception of 
table-tipping, I had not experimented further and had received 
nothing important. This phase never appealed to me, tho it was 
all right as the beginning. I understand it now; a first step, which if 
taken by the investigator, and not despised, simply leads to other 
and better work along spiritual lines. 


While he was with us, my uncle made the acquaintance of a 
doctor of almost his own age. I don’t know what passed between 
them, but know that later after my uncle returned to Kansas that 
they corresponded and exchanged papers. Both were students of 
such writers as Marx, Proudhon, etc. This doctor lived within ten 
miles of us, and I knew him only slightly. The first I shall call 
uncle H. the other Dr. S. hereafter. 


Dr. S. was a practising physician, a graduate of several medical 
colleges and he was held in the highest esteem by all who knew 
him. He seemed an all round model man, fine in every way. He 
passed out through an accident some 15 [13?] years ago. 


When my sister and I sat for table-tipping, messages came from 
Dr. S. We did not make a note of what he gave us then, and aside 
from advice as to how we should continue in order to learn the 
truths of the invisible world, I recall one incident that impressed 
both of us. Our mode was to name the letters of the alphabet, 
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and the table would tip at the right letters of the sentence, and this 
time he said he had a letter for our father. Not knowing then what 
we have since learned, we did not preserve a copy of said message. 
It was a long sentence, and was couched in legal phraseology; to 
us girls, it meant only so,many words! As soon as father came 
home we told him we had a message for him from Dr. S. When 
my sister repeated it to him, our always gentle, good-natured and 
loving father turned upon us a look of deepest annoyance, and 
finally grew too angry to trust himself to speak; and straightway 
left the room, slamming the door viciously behind him. My sister 
and I were amazed, and we very naturally concluded that the mes- 
sage had reference to some recent case that our father (a lawyer) 
had lost, and about which he was still very “ sore ”, as never before 
had he shown such sudden temper. We felt reticent in asking for 
explanation later, and never referred to the messdge again. Now 
father made it a practice never to mention his affairs in regard to 
his profession, in the home, and he knew we never knew anything 
about any of his legal affairs, therefore, we concluded that this spirit 
had hit upon something more than a mere-plafitude! Again, we 
thought our father was angry at us, thinking perhaps, that we had 
heard something of his case and were teasing him, something, how- 
ever, that we never did do. Instead of sifting this occurrence to 
the bottom, we ignorantly let it pass, but it ever after made my 
sister and me feel that Dr. S. was not saying mere nothings, if in- 
deed, it was Dr. S. Then we were investigating, and had not yet 
proved the identity of this communicator. We were satisfied that 
the messages were something more than mere words coming from a 
source outside of ourselves. 


My father was interested in our sittings from the first, his at- 
tention had been aroused at names given us from some of his mater- 
nal relatives, names he knew we had never heard; and he used often 
to sit with us and otherwise encourage us to continue the investi- 
gation. Of Dr. S. he would ask questions calculated to prove his 
identity, and he seemed satisfied with the result. 


About this time, two orphan cousins came to live with us, Misses 
Nellie and Gula Schwartz. Nellie was 18 years of age, and she and 
I used often to sit at the table and we received many personal mes- 
sages. Once we received one from a Mr. Reynolds whose given 
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name I have since forgotten. He said he used to live in Nelson, 
Ga., and that he wished we would write to his wife there and “ Tell 
her to change her way of living and not to cause the ruin of so many 
girls.” We both promised and my father said we should write the 
postmaster there, but I am ashamed to think that neither of us did. 
We forgot all about Mr. R. and the message we promised to de- 
liver, and 3 months after this, as we were sitting, Mr. Reynold’s 
name was again given us and he said, “ You did not write to my 
wife!” Again we promised and he left and never came again, hav- 
ing found us most unreliable. 


At that time, we knew not what we know now, (which we have 
since learned) that those communicants were as truly human beings 
as we are, and should receive the consideration due to beings on this 
side. Had we known then what we know now, we should have 
kept a faithful record of our repeated experiences! 


In June, 1902, Nellie went to Indianapolis where she entered the 
City Hospital for a 3 years’ training as nurse. Meanwhile, her 
sister, Gula, 15, and I sat for table-tipping. We had a small table 
and it often kept time to music in the most peculiar way ; sometimes 
the force influencing would make it dance. It would move over to 
the piano with only the tip of her right hand index finger lightly 
upon it. At her request table would gradually lie down, then get 
upside down and lastly, right itself with her finger tips upon it all 
the while but lightly. I never cared for this performance. I longed 
for other proof. This was none, that I could see. 


Once we were sitting and to all of our questions the same reply 
was given, “ Don’t know!” Gula was vexed. She said, “I guess 
you are a know-nothing!” Immediately the table moved till a cor- 
ner was opposite her and struck her such a blow in the ribs with the 
corner that the poor girl cried for pain. This taught us politeness! 

Another time Gula and I sat at the table and her sister came. 
‘ Among other things, we asked her what Nellie was doing at the 
hospital. She said, “ Wait, I shall go see.” She returned after a 
few minutes, and we asked again what Nellie was doing. She said, 
“ Nellie doesn’t want you to know what she is doing; she is afraid 
you will worry if you know. She is now writing you a letter; you 
will get it in a day or two.” The letter arrived the morning of the 
second day, so that was all right but the rest of the message remained 
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to be verified. I wrote Nellie immediately, copying the message 
her sister gave. We heard no more about this till about 4 months 
after receipt of the message N. came home on her vacation. About 
the first thing she did was to hand us a picture. “ This”, she said 
with pride, “is what I was doing in March when you got that mes- 
sage from my sister! Contrary to rules, I managed to smuggle out 
that letter she told you I was writing but I wouldn’t have had you 
know what I was doing at that time for the world, you would all 
have worried so about me! The picture was taken through a 
window.” It was the most frightful looking picture of a man—a 
small-pox patient! Nellie was his nurse. [2] 


I wish it understood that nearly every time we sat at table Dr. 
S. would come and urge me to write! “Get paper and pencil; we 
want you to write,” he would invariably say. What should I write, 
I wondered! I liked to write and often wrote things for my own 
amusement, and I thought they meant for me to practice good writ- 
ing. ‘They said they would help me write, etc. I had never read or 


2. This statement that “Nellie does not want you to know what she is 
doing” recalls the experiments which Mr. Stead described. as his own: 
namely, communications with the living. This instance also represents what 
passes as telepathy or clairvoyance, but the representation that the mind read 
does not want the percipient to know what it is doing would seem to indicate 
something more than a mere passive reading of what is in the subconscious 
of the agent, but also seems to indicate a purposive effort on its part to deny 
the information wanted. Apparently the subconscious carries on a con- 
versation without any knowledge by the normal consciousness of the facts. 
Assuming the spiritistic perception of what is in the agent’s [?] mind the 
fact would seem less like a conversation between two subliminals, tho the 
spiritistic theory has to encounter the same difficulty to some extent. But it 
does not have to assume that the percipient’s work is wholly subconscious. 
On any explanation we have the subconscious of the “agent” to reckon with, 
tho the phenomena in this instance involve something like clairvoyance which 
usually has complications with controls and at least alleged spirits. Whatever 
will explain the real or apparent perception of the writing of the letter will 
cover the other facts, and it is conceivable that the matter which she did not 
wish known was prominent in her normal consciousness at the time, and if so 
there are no complications about it, or if it had been there previous to the 
present experiment and if the spiritistic theory be adopted to explain it, the 
reference to her not wishing it known what she was doing would be a memory 


of a spirit, not necessarily the acquisition of knowledge from the subliminal 
of the “ agent.” 
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heard of spirit control in writing, and I really knew nothing about 
any of the different phases of control. Uncle H. sometimes ex- 
pressed the wish that I should write. 


As time passed, a new guide came to our table. He gave his 
name as Robert Browning. I remarked to Nellie at the time, that 
while it seemed very nice that Mr. B. saw fit to come to us, that we 
should not be content with mere assertions but should let this state- 
ment rest, while we continued to search for the truth! Nellie’s 
mother and sister came with certain proofs that instantly convinced 
her, and she was therefore more credulous than I, but was also will- 
ing to search, as I advised. Later, I shall have more to state about 
Mr. B. and while this account may seem broken and scrappy thus 


far, it must necessarily be so, till I can get to the main facts of my 
work, later. [3] 


Soon after Mr. B. announced his interest in us, another one 
came to our table and spelt his name: (Wm. H. Ward) and gave 
Nellie certain proofs that he had not forgotten her. Then she told 


us an incident that occurred the day of his death. One morning, 
as she was still on her probationary term, she said she arose and 
instead of going to the patients assigned her in her own ward, she 
went upstairs into another assigned to graduated nurses! She 
walked straight up to a cot. A young man thereon, raised himself 
and grasping her hand exclaimed, “I knew you would come, I knew 
you would come!” “ You will not leave me, O, say you will not 


leave me!” She looked round at the physicians and the nurses, and 


begun to realize her position. The physicians motioned for her to 
remain, and the nurses stood back. She said he held her hand so 
tightly that it pained her, and tho apparently dying of typhoid fever, 
he seemed conscious. She had never seen him before, and knew 
nothing whatever about him up to this time. She stood several 
hours in a strained position and when he slept, she gradually loosened 


3. The alleged appearance of Robert Browning and the later statements 
that he is Miss Stockinger’s guide and intended to write a book has much 
interest, especially for the sequel of it which we shall discuss later. The 
point of interest now is that this sort of thing often takes place in these 
phenomena, whatever the explanation. It is easy to explain, but harder to 
prove, and the reader should notice that Miss Stockinger takes the right 
attitude of mind toward the claim made of his presence. 
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her hand and stepped out of the room for a few moments. When 
she returned he was wide awake and staring toward the door. As 
she approached, he reached for her hand again, and said, “I knew 
you would come back; I knew you would come back!” She said 
he died a few hours later, clinging to her arm. 

The next day when we sat again at table, he came, and she asked 
why he had wanted her to be with him when he passed out. He 
said, ‘“ They told me you could help me!” “ Who”, she asked, 
“told you I could help you?” My spirit friends told me you would 
help me!” “ Did I help you?” she asked. “O, yes!” “ How?” 
asked Nellie. ‘‘ You gave me strength to leave my body!” Nellie 
then wondered whether he wished her to write to his relatives. He 
said it would do no good as they would not believe he could come 
back. He was a young man, an electrician, and his mother lives in 
New York. This is all I knew about him. [4] 

One day he spelled out through the table this message: “ Get a 
new slate and pencil and do as I tell you. Put pencil on slate and 
lay slate on floor under head of couch, after your sitting! When 
everyone has left the room, then you arrange slate and sit down 
quietly and alone, then retire and in the morning you will find a 
message on slate.” I bought a new slate, washed and wiped it and 
she arranged same as advised. I was last to leave the room and I 
didn’t regard the matter seriously somehow, but I lingered quietly on 
the stairs in the hall very near to the parlor where she was, and | 
could easily hear her move, but sat still about 5 minutes, till I got 
impatient and insisted she should come with me. She soon came 
to me on the stairs and we went on up together and never mentioned 
the slate at all. The next morning we forgot all about the slate. 
Nellie thought of it first, and jumping up from the breakfast table 
she ran in and immediately returned with slate. She passed it 


4. There is no way to verify the interesting features of an incident like 
this, but I have on record another incident in which a similar statement was 
made by a dying person, indicating that the dead may help in the process of 
dissolution. Here it is apparent that the touch of the living is necessary. I 
have had the opposite phenomenon frequently take place with Mrs. Cheno- 
weth who seizes my hand in order to help her “come back”. But the 
present incident coincides with the constant claim that the contact of a 
psychic with another person creates or transmits energy or strength for some 
purpose. 
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around, all of us looking at the writing thereon. I had never be- 
fore seen such writing. Slate had a wooden frame and was the size 
of this sheet. So I shall put it on the next page in as near the style 
of the handwriting as I recollect that. 1 fully intended to preserve 
the slate with the writing, but Gula was so anxious for N. to try 
for more writing, that she erased it. I forgot to state that N. told 
me that she had requested Mr. Ward to write the name of our spirit 
control, if he could, while she sat alone in the dark parlor. 


we 
= 
= 
2 
py 
= 
= 
i=} 
ga 


Nellie was ambidextrous and I was familiar with her hand writ- 
ing. I was teaching her shorthand and every day had pages of her 
long hand to examine, and to criticise. I knew this was not her 
work, and also I knew the girl would never have thought of ar- 
ranging the names as peculiarly as they were placed on our slate; 
nevertheless, I accused her! She was visibly hurt, and said we 
should try again. Her mother came to our next sitting and said 
she would write on slate. N. was cautioned to arrange slate herself. 
I was on thealert. I saw that the slate was clean; I feigned careless- 
ness as I stood by while she arranged it and put it under couch. 
Then I stood outside the portieres that separate the parlor from hall, 
and listened and watched! She sat quietly till she came to me, and 
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we went up stairs. I slept with her and knew she didn’t leave the 
room that night. I arose first and we went down together. I got 
slate and it contained the sentence, “I am here.” It was in a hand- 
writing that resembled Nellie’s. She said it was from her mother. 
I was puzzled. [5] 


After our next meeting we were going to try our slate experi- 
ment again and I begged N. to let me place the pencil in a little 
ring I drew on slate to see whether it would be out of ring next morn- 
ing, and N. gladly consented. I had it fixed to my entire satisfac- 
tion, and kept on the alert more than ever, because of my wicked 
suspicion of the innocent girl who had never before in her life seen 
anything of the kind, and to my certain knowledge had never read 
of such things as slate writing. I was so anxious for the truth 
that I suspected every one. Next morning I got slate first and 
there was nothing on it but the bit of pencil I had placed in the little 
ring. It was not disarranged. When we sat at table again, N. 
asked why there was nothing written on slate, and Mr. Ward re- 
plied, “ Because you promised to arrange slate yourself.” 


Next day N. was called to nurse a sick person, and her sister, 
G. and I continued the slate performance alone. We both arranged 
it as we had seen her do and as we hadn’t gotten any writing yet, 


5. Miss Stockinger did not suspect how her friend may have done the 
thing without impeaching her for fraud. She does not say “fraud” in the 
account, but her statement implies it tho not contradicting the view that 
her friend may have done it in a trance. The arrangement of the slate was 
well enough managed according to the account, but it is impossible to be 
sure that her friend did not get up in her sleep without waking Miss Stock- 
inger herself. The fact that the latter is psychic makes it all the more 
possible that she would not awaken. The phenomenon may be a spirit 
phenomenon nevertheless, but it does not prove independent writing. The 
conditions do not exclude somnambulic action on the part of her friend. 
There can be no absolute guarantee that her friend did not get up in her 
sleep, and write the name, except the assurance that the door was locked 
and the key concealed so that her friend did not know where to get it. The 
resemblance to the hand-writing of her friend, while it does not absolutely 
prove that she alone did it, affords a strong objection to the supposition 
that it was independent. Even in genuine independent phenomena the re- 
lation of the mediuin to them would suggest the possibility of finding 
resemblances, in as much as the subconsciousness colors all that takes place 
in ordinary mediumship. 
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[ didn’t suspect Gula. Next morning there was only a small bent 
nail on our slate. G. laughed and laid it on corner of table 2 yards 
away and said, “ Now let us see if they get it off there!” We went 
about our work the rest of the day and forgot about slate till even- 
ing. When we looked, the nail was off the table and on slate again. 
Then we asked why they put nail on our slate and no message, and 
Mr. W. replied, “’To make you think!” Next evening we tried it 
again, and again there was another nail on slate. Mother said the 
man who hung up our window blinds dropped the nails and they 
must have been close to the wall on floor, and the broom had not 
got them. Gula and I practised to see whether the nails could have 
gotten on slate as it was laid under couch, but we failed to land a 
nail in that way. When we placed the slate, we always did it so 
carefully, too, that the pencil should not roll off. Mr. W. told me 
| had no such power as N. had, and that G. had none either, that 
they could not give us slate writing. We urged N. to continue the 
experiments, but she said she was satisfied now that slate writing was 
a fact, and so far as she was concerned that was all she cared to 


know. ‘Then she returned to the hospital and our slate work was 
dropped. [6] 


6. The incident of the nail is not absolute proof as no one saw it rise and 
fall on the slate. There is nothing to hinder the hypothesis that one of the 
ladies, both being psychic, may have gone into a waking trance and put the 
nail on the slate without knowing it. It is not necessary for some one to see 
the nail move without the contact of any living person. I repeat that the 
phenomena do not have to be independent in order to assure the action of 
spirits. In the automatic writing of Mrs. Piper, of Mrs. Smead, Mrs. 
Chenoweth, Mrs. Verrall, Mrs. Holland and others the presence of super- 
normal information is the guarantee of extraneous agency and in some cases 
of waking trance the same phenomenon is the guarantee, so that spirit in- 
vasions may accompany all such phenomena as are here described. It only 
happens that they do not prove independent action. Physical phenomena are 
not proof of spirits and their action. They are fitted only to perplex the man 
who thinks, in spite of magnetism, wireless telegraphy, and gravitation, that 
objects cannot move without contact. If we could show the association of 
mental phenomena with the physical, mental phenomena that were super- 
normal and proved the personal identity of a spirit, we might then explain 
physical phenomena by spirits, but they would not of themselves afford 
evidence of them. They may occur in the same way that automatic writing 
occurs. We do not necessarily resort to spirits to account for automatic 
writing, tho we assume spirits to account for the information. They would at 
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With several of our neighbors we continued our table tippings. 
One young lady of passive, gentle disposition was controlled to 
perform on the table as on an imaginary keyboard of piano, she 
knowing nothing of music. There was rhythm and time to the 
movements of her hands and my father seemed more surprised at 
this exhibition than any of us and all knew that the girl was as 
innocent as she was honest, and that she knew no more about the 
work of spirit control than we did; we all knew. Her performance 
lasted about ten minutes, with characteristic impressive ending ; she 
“ played ” on as the she couldn’t help herself, and when I laughed at 
her she smiled feebly and helplessly like a silly child. She was com- 
pletely exhausted and sat no more that evening. She became a hind- 
rance to the circle, and remained away, but had not the ambition to 
cultivate music as they desired she should. Perseverance I found to 
be indispensable to any phase of mediumship; one gets nothing with- 
out work. ‘Those of us who were pianists found we could not ma- 
nipulate our hands and fingers on the keyboard (table) as she did, 
even tho we might hold in memory a simple production. Ours 
lacked all that her hands displayed. Seated at piano her hands 
would leave off their former movements and finger exercises 
came. [7] | 

Another time when we sat in the electric light we saw a cloud 
formation rise above the table and form quickly till we could readily 
discern shape of face, head, and trunk as of a person. I felt it was 
a genuine materialization so far as it went. We could not persuade 
the lady in our circle to continue the work of development; for this 
would form whenever she would sit with us. She said it brought 
an unpleasant feeling, and she gave up our circle! [8] 


least be indirectly the cause of the writing and might be such in apparent 
independent or telekinetic phenomena. But the situation too often suggests 
the possible reference to subconscious action, tho this subconscious action 
itself may be instigated by spirits. 

7. | have myself witnessed similar phenomena in more than one case. 
The hands would automatically play on a table as if thrumming a piano. It 
has occurred with Mrs. Chenoweth. It is to be classified with automatism 
generally. 

8. The term “ materialization” needs to be carefully defined before we 
interpret such phenomena. Miss Stockinger does not indicate the meaning 
which she attaches to the term and recognizes that the experiment was not 
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Now I shall begin the narration of my own experiences as they 
occurred through my own powers. I wish it understood, however, 
that all this while, we had been sitting for table tipping. Almost 
at every sitting uncle H. or Dr. S. would insist that I should write, 
etc. Dr. S. finally came no more and when I asked uncle H. why 
he came no more, he replied, “ Because you will not write for him.” 
Dr. S. was most persistent that I should write. 

One day in Sept., 1903, I had been writing a book review. It 
was not finished, and I could not stir up another thought. I sat a 
blank moment with pencil unconsciously poised on paper, when my 
hand began to write. It continued to write and I seemed to be only 
conscious enough to hold pencil and to provide paper. The page 
was filled directly and another and another, till there was no more 
paper at hand. Mechanically, I took up a newspaper, intending 
to use its margin. On it, the words, “ Get more paper,” alone came, 
and consciousness returned. Not well understanding what my hand 
had written, I showed it to my father, who said it was “ strange”! 
“ Copy it off,” he said, “and try to get some more writing.” On 
the next page is a copy of that first writing, and while it is not so 
good as later writings, still I shall give it. [9] 





WRITING No. 1. 


Animation of the soul and not dormancy is the great requisite. 





complete. But we would interpret the phenomenon as a collective halluci- 
nation instigated by a spirit or by spirits. ‘“ Materialization”, when strictly 
defined, implies a set of phenomena too hard to believe, while apparitions, 
individual or collective, are much more easy of belief. Moreover, we do not 
require to suppose either an individual or a collective apparition as _hal- 
lucinatory. We may suppose an etherial reality appearing to the vision of 
both without supposing “ materialization” at all, and by either collective 
hallucination or etherial appearance obtain all that a spiritistic theory de- 
mands, and not involve ourselves in the implications of “ materialization ” or 
a physical creation. 

9. This intrusion of the automatic into the normal act of writing is a 
frequent phenomenon with psychics. Mlle. Helene Smith did it, Miss Burton 
did it and another in my acquaintance did it. It’ shows the probability that 
extraneous agencies may invade normal life, if we are psychic, and the lesson 
in connection with the possibilities of obsession is an important one. We may 
discover that spiritistic invasion is more general than we have suspected in 
the few cases that have received scientific attention. 
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There need be education to draw you to your best capacity, and that 
we shall give (if you think it worth your while to attempt this work) 
regardless of preconceived ideas, or previous habits ingrafted as 
contrary to the nature of the soul. Evidence shall be stated to cor- 
roborate our work and you shall continue with what seems to you 
of doubtful origin and faulty conception. 


Plainly to state the case, it were impossible; but, through want 
of order, the soul expands not, nor can it attain to any great degree 
of mastery over mind; for without the true origin of the soul’s 
growth, there flashes no truths in its direction as contrary things 
present themselves to be cleared away and accounted for as soon 
as there is a slight awakening. 

~ Cardinal to this are other points to be taken into consideration, 
namely, the construction of a manner receptive at all times to the 
good influence that flows into the soul from the precincts of the 
(as yet, to you) unknown. Every attempt you shall make will 
bring you to the banner light with which you are surrounded and 
through which you see but darkly, if at all. Only the proper influx 
of ideas on this account, are taken as positive proof but there emi- 
nates |emanates?] from the source of all matter, the principles of 
truth in their most incipient form. Without this there would be no 
knowledge worthy the name, and I dare say, you would not conceive 
of the depths it is possible for knowledge to lead you. Ever and 
anon, you get a flash of spiritual light which you hail as an intuitive 
tendency—dating from prenatal influences and it were through you 
that this is encouraged, and not considered as hereditary gifts as 
he only explanation. 

From the inner principia of mortal man there issues what he 
thinks upon first thought in his perception but which is entirely 
foreign to him or his faculties. Only cultivation can encourage 
spiritual growth, and conscious growth is of fine order, in truth, the 
finest there is. Only by deliberative meditation can the conscious 
order of the soul growth be attained; knowledge comes as it is 
demanded. Properly acceptable on first instance, there progresses 
from soul growth that contentment and self-complacency that is rest- 
ful to him who enters into the experiment as he may term such 
commendable work ; and the soul grows and absorbs and enlargens 
its territorial claims and when at first it was relegated to the rear 
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by the gross material constituency, it now comes forward em- 
blazoned with all the conscious order of freedom of action, as it 
continues to usurp its rights and to authorize for the purity of its 
surroundings. Results are obtained through cultivation of the soul, 
not only in a spiritual existence, but a worldly as well. Contrive, 
therefore, for all that conduces to establish an understanding of this 
work as we resume other things of a more worldly interest, as you 
may be pleased to have it. Proof shall follow proof as to the 
truth of our statements, and there need be no hesitancy so long as 
these rules held forth and followed as chief of all precepts of either 
a worldly or a spiritual nature. Value each and every precept 
derived from this source, and linger over the thoughts arising from 
the inner concept of your being, for therein speaks the soul feebly, 
and strength comes with use. It were well occasionally to pause 
and consider why you do a thing first one way, then another. Why 
not the same each time? Either you do not desire to do so, or else 
you are carried away beyond yourself and made to contrive your 
own salvation or else you are merely an instrument in the hands 
of unseen forces, gathered about by your every unconscious de- 
mand. Learn to distinguish the conscious from the unconscious 
premonitions or promptings within you. 

Fling all indecision to the utmost bounds of your being, for now 
you have no need of scales, your perception is quickened, your rea- 
son is enthroned, and there is withal an ascendency of spiritual con- 
trol ever on the alert for your bodily good. Great results are ob- 
tainable by individual aid, and by a combine in general, as that we 

might mention for example, of the ancient Grecians who worked 
' in harmony and order to attain any degree of conscious spiritual 
growth. It was conscious growth with them, and they realized the 
vast benefits accruing from such systematized national order, and 
see the results as a nation! Nowhere were there more successful 
or enduring people, materially and spiritually, and there remained 
that calm, indifferent disregard to superfluities, such as the vanities 
of the present generation that was thoroughly excellent and altogether 
praiseworthy and highly profitable to the entire nation. There was 
no subverted order. All proceeded calmly, deliberately, with them. 
They passed their days in secluded peace and occupation conducive 
to the finest intelligence, and were therefore quickened thereby in 
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both spiritual and physical existence. Such an order among na- 
tions were a fine retrospective field to which nations of the preesnt 
may glance and derive value such as accrued to those sturdy noble- 
men of the Isles of Greece. 


Conclusively pointing to this testimony, there is yet one other 
matter to make clear and prominent, and that is the growth of soul 
as affecting nations; without a head there is no need for a body; 
without a body, there is no need for a soul. Nations without souls 
are as headless bodies; they are mere struggling physical masses, 
corruptible and destructible even as is a headless body, which re- 
verts to physical matter as is consistent with nature’s laws of proce- 
dure. Nations possessing no spirituality or very little at most, gen- 
erally resort to warfare as the only solution of a difficulty. The 
nation with most difficulties solved in this way is the least spiritual. 
A nation that settles all difficulties amicably, and without armor of 
warfare is highly spiritual. Only that nation which hesitates to 
arbitrate peacefully and amicably with its own people, or those of 
another nation, would better begin to cast inward for a flash of that 
light derived from the hitherward boundaries of spheres celestial. 
Conscious consideration of such instructive procedure, as it would 
be thought by the nation observing it, and there would be that 
efficacious order which we mention of the Greeks. Quite the con- 
trary opinions are extant to the disadvantage of him who does not 
rightly avail himself of this soul culture, for the value thereof 
arises from a full appreciation of that which is better if trained and 
cultivated with best of care along these lines. 


Plans are extant for the proposed culture of this work and they 
will later be fully explained, as you allow us to continue. 


Relating to this same soul growth there flows from whence you 
know not, nor realize not, the most persistent and powerful force 
from the ranks of a Brotherhood, organized with full authority for 
such work. Next in rank come those who are endowed with forces 
equivalent to mortal controlling principles, eventually exerted for 
the advancement of others of a sphere of lower order than the one 
they inhabit. So much so is this, that there must emanate a strong 
current from a forceful and stronger agency in order to be felt and 
recognized ; that these are delegated to that work. They initiate those 
of a lower order, to the higher level, and are themselves thereby raised 





Incidents. 303 


higher through the effort to raise others. Supervening forces come 
to the aid of them in their turn, and to those in their turn, till at 
length there is an endless chain, one link of which is even higher 
than the other, and only those at the highest end the most powerful, 
as upon them devolves the main strength in the way of effective 
controlling power. Thus it is that soul growth must succeed. Cul- 
ture refines the soul; renders it more finely constructive in composite 
parts and changes it not otherwise. 

It is now our principal desire to so disseminate facts of laws 
and order to those still incarnate, and to continue so to do, until there 
is not only that semblance of actual growth, but the general uprising 
and conscious development of the same; as long as we continue 
to exert this influence only, can it be discernible. Elevation of 
humanity upon these lines, to higher planes of conscious existence 
is now our mission. So long as we can escape the doctrines of con- 
trary teachings we may dissemble not, but aid the transmission of 
power to exert influential control upon suffering humanity, etc., 
ending with the words, “ Get more paper!” [10] 

While this first writing seems now rather commonplace and its 
meaning not clear in places, it must be remembered that it was 
written at an unusual rapidity. Then, I did not appreciate the 
speed, but later often observed that 12 long pages (4 in. longer than 
this page) [typewriter’s page] were easily filled in a half hour, 
when conditions were fair and no interruption occurred. I wrote 
with pencil on one side of paper. I did not resume the writing as 
advised, therefore never knew who gave the above writing. Later 
writings were always begun something like this: “ You may now 
write for Browning.” Or, “ Browning is here and wishes to write 
as soon as you are quiet,” etc. 

From the first writing, I got the idea that Browning was not 
giving his thoughts direct to me, but that others of gradually lower 
spheres were the “ receivers” through whom the message reached 
me; indeed, a later writing confirmed this supposition, when it 
stated, among other things, that I was ignorant of the amount of 


10. This message is characteristic of incipient mediumship. There is no 
objective or scientific evidence in it of the supernormal. Only the subject who 
was the means of writing it can be the judge of that. None but she can say 
to what extent it transcends her normal knowledge. 
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good my willingness to write for them was doing for many strug- 
gling and deserving spirits, and I was often led to think the work 
was more for their benefit than for that of mortals, tho, of course, 
it was understood that I was thus being educated also, for my 
benefit as their amanuensis. [11] 

Now, I see that I neglected to refer to that experience my mother 
had, when she saw the three spirit forms or “shadows” as she 
alled them. This event occurred before I had received any writing, 
and the point I wish to make is that then, I did not realize what 
would be written, or how anything could be written through my 
force. The experience referred to, should be read at this point, 
and as I have long ago sent it to you, as an experience of my 
mother’s, which I know to be true in every respect, I shall not here 
re-write it, but ask the Society to mark it “ Exhibit I.” so the reader 
may now read it at this place. 


EXHIBIT I. 


[April 15th, 1908. ] 
One Sunday afternoon, August, 1903, my mother and I went up- 
stairs at 3 o’clock to rest. We went into a northwest room whose 
only door opens into a hall. The room has a north and a west 
window. The latter opens upon a brown-painted tin roof of a 
down-stairs porch, next to kitchen and in the back of yard. Win- 


11. This account of the relation of Browning to her work is most inter- 
esting and represents things quite differently from what is usual in medium- 
istic phenomena. Usually the medium is sure of the direct control of the 
alleged spirit and it is so often preposterous to suppose it that the whole 
thing has to be set down as incredible, especially when there are no detectible 
characteristics of the personality alleged. But the reader must remark here 
that it is claimed that Browning is not the direct agent in the work. He is 
represented as using intermediaries and that is the way it has often appeared 
with the Imperator group in the Piper and other cases. Often Imperator, tho 
he is the nominal influence in a work, is not actually present, but delegates the 
work to others who represent him. That is, a “guide” need not even be 
present at all the work. Apparently this is implied of Browning and con- 
sidering that we do not get definite characteristics of .such “guides”, it 
becomes more credible or possible that Browning has something indirectly to 
do with the case. It cannot be proved, but we must recognize the con- 
ditions under which he is said to be present. 
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dow-blinds only were at top of windows, and the latter were open. 
The sun was already beginning to shine in window from the west, 
and as I sat at the table against the north wall, had to turn my back 
about half way to escape the sun on my back, for the table stands 
about a yard and a half from west window. A bed stood on the 
other side of the north window, upon which my mother prepared 
to rest. She lay with her head to the north. I came up to rest 
likewise, but seeing a stack of newspaper and magazine clippings, 
sat down to the table to see what they were. No sooner had I sat 
down than I thought I should go down stairs and write. Then I 
thought what should I write if I were down stairs; there was noth- 
ing I knew of writing, and I did wish to look at the clippings. 
Every time I took a new clipping, I thought, “I just must go down 
and write!” I said to myself, “I shall take just this one to look 
at, then I will go and write.” Then I took another, and another, 
and so on, and all the time I was tortured with this thought of 
writing. 1 was interested in the clippings, and I came up to rest 
and didn’t feel at all inclined to go back down to write or anything 
else, and I rather resented the feeling that I should write I knew 
not what. At this time my mother was tossing and turning on the 
bed. Where I sat about 4 yards away I could see her every move- 
ment. I asked, “ What’s the matter, can’t you sleep?” She said, 
“T don’t know what’s the matter, I simply can’t lie still!” She 
was in perfect health and could usually go to sleep at any time. 
Finally she turned and looked towards me. She lay that way a 
few minutes, then she leaned her head up on her right arm in a half 
sitting posture. I paid no more attention thinking she would sleep 
soon, and resumed my clippings and my mind still went back to 
those persistent thoughts that made me read in a most automatic 
way. A few minutes after, my mother jumped up on her feet and 
exclaimed, “O Anna, I just saw the most wonderful figures, on the 
wall behind you! I rubbed my eyes thinking there was something 
wrong with my sight but they were still there, and as I looked they 
gradually faded. I wish you had seen them. I was too dazed, too 
astonished to tell you. I thought they were all of light such as is 
reflected by holding a looking glass in the sun but even of softer 
light. They were three men, the largest, tallest and most distinct 
of all stood in the center, with a sort of Roman drapery over his 
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shoulder. ‘They stood close together and all looking down on you, 
on your back. I saw the faces of them all but did not know them. 
The face of the center one was fine, large and perfect, a sort of 
Grecian head and shoulders. I saw them only to the waist.” 

They appeared about a yard down from the ceiling, and the 
ceilings are high as in modern houses. (Sometimes she calls them 
“ shadows ”’.) 

This is the only experience of the kind my mother ever had, and 
she speaks of it frequently, and is therefore not over-skeptical when 
hearing of the experiences of others. 

ANNA STOCKINGER, 
CHRISTINA STOCKINGER. 


We continued our table sittings as our friends occasionally de- 
sired, but after my first writing I could nevermore do anything with 
the table, nor indeed would the spirit friends communicate in the 
old way, so long as I sat near. Always, the others received mes- 
sages through the “ table-tipping,” saying they would write through 
me, and I had always to “ write” for some persistent spirit. The 
first time this occurred, I received a message written through my 
hand in which something was said about a certain. man, whose 
initials alone were given, and marriage and such other mystifying 
things were discussed. Afterwards the sitters wished to hear the 
message, and I, thinking in my foolish, childlike way, that the mes- 
sage was for me, alone, refused to read it aloud. Why I should 
have done this, I cannot say, except as I have since thought, it was 
my first experience, and the writing came through me and I felt 
responsible, and though I couldn’t understand a word of .the mes- 
sage as applied to myself, | still thought it would be absurd to read 
it to the other people. After some urging I finally threw it into 
the lap of a young lady sitter and said, “ You read it, I won’t!” 
She read it silently, stuck it into her bosom, and smilingly told us 
all to please not to pry into her own affairs. Later she told me her 
story. She had an affair de amour, and day and night her happi- 
ness was gone because of it. The initials of the young man were 
correctly given, and the writer of said message was her spirit father, 
etc. She is married now and lives in Cincinnati, O. After this 
event, she came one day and brought me a fine present, a delicate 
token of gratitude. 
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On another occasion the message through the table expressed a 
desire that I should write. The communicant happened to be a Ger- 
man, and in that language he wrote and asked; “Is mother not 
pleased with Versailles any more, that she must sell the home and 
plan to go elsewhere to live?” This question seemed to stun the 
old lady and her daughter. Then they informed us that the old 
lady had sold the old home to a son, and was thinking of going to 
live with other sons at a distance. This was news to mother and 
me, but when we told father about the message later, (as he was not 
with us at the sitting,) he said it was true, that he had attended to 
the business of hers, himself, and that he thought it a good move, 
if the spirit father did not, etc. This same one wrote other mes- 
‘sages which the old lady said were correct. In one I recollect he 
beseeched her to control her temper, that her “ Zorn” was her 
greatest fault, etc. Her daughter later confided in us and explained 
about her mother’s temper, of which we had known nothing. 


One day a friend of ours gave me an envelope, sealed, in which 
she said were questions written by a niece of hers, a girl whom I 
had seen but a time or two and of whom I knew nothing, except that 
her mother had long been dead, and her father living. These ques- 
tions, said the friend, my niece wishes you would try to receive 
written answers to, from the spirit friends; that the girl would call 
sometime for them. A week or so passed, and I sat down to see 
what would come in reply to the sealed “questions”. I did it 
very reluctantly indeed. Somehow, I felt it an imposition to have 
to do this. Besides, she was no friend of mine, and how did I 
know the answers would amount to anything? Well, I got replies 
to 5 or 6 questions. The answers were numbered. The first was 
something like this ; ““ How can we say we are not prophets?” The 
next two I can’t recall. After having received these replies, I quit 
writing for some reason, and the papers got mixed up and mislaid. 
A week or so later, the girl wrote me asking about the answers, and 
then I again resumed the writing most reluctantly. This time I took 
a fresh paper and the answers again came as before, numbered, and 
as before, I did not stay with the work till done. This paper, too, 
was mislaid, or anyway I did not stop to look for it when next I 
wrote, and as the girl had called herself for the papers, I had now 
to go to work in earnest, tho I could not see just why I was obliged 
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to do what I did not at all care to do. Why should I do this for 
her, anyway, except as a favor, because the girl seemed so anxious 
to have it done, and seemed to think | could. I sat, then, till 14 
answers were given, all numbered and signed by aunt —— (I forget 
the name.) When the girl came again I said, “ Now I have done you 
this favor, and I shall ask one of you in return.” ‘Then I asked her if 
she would open the sealed envelope and let me see for myself 
whether there is anything in it at all. This she did, and her first 
question was, “ Will I get the position | am trying for in Cincin- 
nati?” The others she read were so far as I could see, all in 
perfect harmony with the replies given. Several she smiled and 
begged off from reading, but she assured me most earnestly, they 
were perfectly accurate nevertheless. She was very well pleased 
and seemed grateful for my work. I said there were only 14 
answers I got, and she replied laughing, “ No wonder, that is all 
there are of the questions.” 

After she had gone I searched for the papers containing those 
first attempts at replies to her sealed questions and was surprised 
to find that the first 5 or 6 of the first two attempts were exactly 
similar as to meaning. On the second paper, the first answer was 
“ Write and find out.” On the third and last attempt it was, “ How 
can we say? We cannot foretell events.” And the other replies 
on the other papers on up to 5 and 6 which were all to compare, 
were, to my surprise, exactly similar. Up to this time I was utterly 
ignorant that such a thing could be done. Since then, I have done 
it often and successfully, tho, for some reason, I have never quite 
overcome my distaste for the work. ‘There is a peculiar tension 
one must be in that is unpleasant, to say the least. [12] 


12. It was very poor tactics to leave the sealed questions with Miss 
Stockinger. Of course the fact that she was trusted is evidence of her 
normal honesty, but the experimenter did not reckon with the liabilities of 
somnambulism or a waking trance. Perhaps most people at that time did not 
suspect such a thing, but the evidential way to conduct experiments of this 
kind is to see personally that the letters are not opened. They should never 
be left with any one no matter how honest he or she may be. When a 
mediumistic person opens a letter we must be sure that she is in a normal 


state before we have any right to suspect or to reproach her with fraud. 


(Continued in June Journal.) 
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A CASE OF REMARKABLE MEMORY. 


The following case came from the collection of Dr. Hodg- 
son and was not completed by him. It was reported by Mr. 
Lyman J. Gage to him in 1895 and he seems not to have 
observed its evidential interest. As soon as it came to my 
attention | made inquiries regarding it and got into communi- 
cation ‘with the mother, who. answered my inquiries. I 
wished to know especially the extent of the child’s reading at 
this early age of four and a half years. Her reply to my 
query will explain itself. 

[t is not merely as a prodigy of memory that it is interest- 
ing. We have always lacked evidence for the claims made 
for subconscious memory as often made to explain certain 
remarkable facts. Many students talk about the subcon- 
scious as if its memory were infinite. Defined merely as 
Retention this claim may have its justification, but the usual 
meaning of the term Memory is or includes Recognition, for 
which there is little evidence that it is or has even a small 
percentage of the capacity usually ascribed to “ Memory”. 
In those cases of secondary personality in which the subcon- 
scious shows remarkable phenomena the memory seems to 
have no more capacity than the normal mind. In the cases 
of Ansel Bourne and Mr. Brewin the subliminal memory was 
quite as defective as the normal and exhibited no abnormal 
tenacity or recall. Hence, tho we admit that Retention may 
apply to the whole of one’s mental experience, Recognition 
usually does not. Memory or recognition often shows the 
capacity to reach unexpected things in a way to suggest 
larger capacities than is the fact. But when we allow for the 
wide chasms of obliviscence that occur this inference must be 
modified. ‘The capacity may be surprising, but it is not large 
because it is surprising, 

But we have in the present instance good evidence of what 
actual memory or recall and recognition can do. It repre- 
sents systematic knowledge of associated and non-associated 
facts which can be recalled in a remarkable manner. It is the 
clearest and best evidence that | have ever seen in support of 

such capacities for memory as are often claimed. In this in- 
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stance it is the normal memory, but the subconscious or 
secondary memory would probably be the same. If the 
normal memory in any instance can exhibit such powers the 
subconscious may do it in some instances. At any rate the 
present instance is one in which the incidents are not sporadic 
and isolated events in one’s life, but show a command of in- 
formation that is not determined by the caprices of spon- 
taneous recall, but by responses to questions proposed by 
other parties. The evidence is thus not from spontaneous 
recall, but from instigated recall in which the subject itself 
has nothing to do with the stimuli that produces the effect. 

The consequence is that the case is an important one in 
the study of the subconscious of mediums. It is not that the 
phenomena directly throw light upon the subconscious of that 
class: for they certainly do not exhibit any such powers in a 
single case that [ know. ‘They are singularly limited. But 
the present instance makes for caution about denying large 
powers of recall and recognition for the subconscious in any 
case and it will require specific evidence to show its limita 
tions in any specific case. It will be seen too that the memory 
of the child is the same in his maturity as when young, tho 
its direction is changed. That is so much in favor of its 
illustration of what is claimed may be done. 

Readers should remark that the evidence against any 
supernormal source for the knowledge manifested by the 
child is overwhelming. ‘The boy’s reading proves that and 
there is no superficial indication of a foreign source.—E.ditor. 


THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF CHICAGO, 


[Aug., 1895.] 
Richard Hodgson, LL.D., 
Dear Sir :— 

With this I send you a report of an examination of FLoRIzeEL 
REUTER the boy about whom I lately wrote to you. His mother 
says he could have answered as many more questions relating es- 
pecially to animals and birds, their habits, etc., etc., but opportunity 
to get this did not occur, and enough is furnished to illustrate the 
wonderful memory of the child and his avidity to acquire informa- 
tion. If you or Mr. Myers have any questions to ask they will be 
answered with pleasure, concerning the matter I sent you some time 
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since, and which you asked the privilege of using with substitution 
of names if necessary. 
2 * Be + Be * X 


L,. J. GAGE. 


MEMORY. 


Questions propounded to, and answered by Master Florizel 
Reuter (aged four and one-half years), at the residence of Mr. 
Lyman J. Gage, No. 470 North State Street, in the City of Chicago, 
Ills., on Monday, June 24th, 1895, in the presence of Mr. and Mrs. 
L.. J. Gage, Mrs. Pierce, Dr. Favill, Dr. Fisher, Mrs. Reuter, Dr. 
Christopher, et al. 

Question by Mrs. Reuter: How many bones have you in your 
body? Answer: 208. : 

How many bones in your trunk? 54. 

How many ribs have you? 24. 

On which side is your heart located? On my left side. 

Where are your lungs situated? About here (indicating). 

Tell us when the Mayflower landed, and where? In 1620, at 
Plymouth Rock. 

When and where was the first battle of the revolution fought? 
\t Lexington in 1775. 

Where and when was the Declaration of Independence signed ? 
\t Philadelphia in 1776. 

In what month? July; July fourth. 

When did the great Lisbon earthquake occur? About 9 o’clock 
November Ist, 1755. 

When was Mozart born—when and where? At Salsburg, in 
1756. 

Tell me who discovered America? Columbus. 

What other name had he? Christopher Columbus. 

What did he think? Tell us something about how he came to 
discover America. He thought that the World was round like a ball. 

The other people thought what? They thought it was flat, like a 
table. 

Who gave him ships to go and find America? Queen Isabella 
of Spain. 

How many did she give him? Three. The Santa Maria, the 
Pinta and the Nina. 
Which one did Columbus sail in? He sailed in the Santa Maria. 
In which direction did he sail? Due west (indicating with hand). 
What did he come to first? Where did he make the first stop? 
\t the Canary Islands. 
And then sailed on and discovered—what? San Salvador. 
When did he discover America? In 1492. 
What is San Salvador? An island. 
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Who discovered the Mississippi River? De Soto. 

When was it? In 1541. 

Where did De Soto live before he came to this country. Estra 
Madura. 

Where is De Soto buried? In the river. 

Now, tell me about some of the capitals. What is the capital 
of France? ‘The capital of France is Paris. 

What is the capital of Germany, of the German Empire? Ber- 
lin. 

What is the capital of Holland? Amsterdam. 

What is the capital of Belgium? Brussels. 

What is the capital of Denmark? Copenhagen. 

What is the capital of Italy? Rome—on seven hills. 

What is found in Rome? ‘The catacombs. 

For what are the catacombs used? To bury people in. 

Are they so used now? No, darling. 

Can you tell me of any other city where there are catacombs? 
Yes, Thebes. 

Is it a modern or an ancient city? It is an ancient city; an 
old city. 

Tell us where the capital of Portugal is situated? At Lisbon, 
where the earthquake was. 

What ‘is the capital of the United States? Washington. 

On what continent do you live? North America—the warmer 
part. 

Where is the capital of Spain. At Madrid. 

And what is the capital of Austria? Vienna. 

What is there in Vienna that you very much wish to see, that you 
told me about the other day? ‘The great cathedral. 

Tell us where there is a very strange clock which you want to 
see. At Strasburg. 

Tell us where the largest bell in the world is located. ‘The 
Kremlin in Moscow. 

Tell us where the oldest light house in the world is located. In 
Czsar’s Altar in Dover Castle. 

What is the longest iron bridge in the world? The longest iron 
bridge is over the Tay, near Dundee in Scotland. 

Tell me the longest tunnel. Saint Gothard—9 miles. 

Tell me where Beethoven was born. At Bonn. 

Where was Shakespeare born? At Stratford-on-Avon. 

When you go north from the United States, what do you come 
to? Canada. 

When you go south of the United States, you come to what? 
The Gulf of Mexico and Mexico itself. 

Now, tell us about North America. What land lies on the 
North-East of North America? Greenland. 
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What island lies east of Greenland? Iceland. 

What island lies south of Greenland? New Foundland. 

Tell us the highest mountain range of South America. ‘The 
Andes—where the Big Condor is. 

Tell us the highest mountains of North America. The Rocky 
Mountains. 

Tell us a lower range of mountains in North America. The 
\lleghenys. 

What do we find in the Allegheny mountains? We find coal 
and iron. 

Tell us the highest mountain range of Africa. The Atlas 
mountains. 

Tell us the highest mountain range of Asia. The Himalayas. 

Tell us the high mountain range of Europe. High up in the 
\lps. 

What is the greatest Republic in the World? The United States. 

What is the largest city in the United States? New York. 

Founded by whom? By the Dutch. 

When? 1613. 

Tell us the names of some of the rivers in Africa—the principal 
rivers of Africa. The Nile, the Congo, the Orange, the Limpopo, 
the Zambesi, the Niger. 

Tell us what is the largest river in the World. The largest river 
in the World is the Amazon. 

[In what country? In South America. 

Tell us the largest ocean. The largest ocean is the Pacific. 

Name some other oceans that are large. The Atlantic. 

What is another you know about? The Arctic. 

Tell us the largest lake in the World. Lake Superior. 

What lake is Chicago situated on? Lake Michigan. 

Tell us where the Mississippi river flows. Where the Mississippi 
river flows? ‘To the Gulf of Mexico and Mexico itself. I told 
you that. 

Tell us the name of the largest river of Germany. The River 
Rhine in Germany. 

Who invented the sewing machine? Elias Howe. 

Who invented the steamboat? Robert Fulton. 

Who invented the steam engine and perfected it? James Watt. 
Who invented the telephone? Why, Thomas Edison. 

Can you tell us anything else he invented? The phonograph. 
What is the phonograph? It can talk—but you have to wind it 


up. 





What is the fundamental principle of it? Electricity. 
What is the tallest animal? ‘The giraffe. 

What is the largest bird? The ostrich. 

What is the largest winged bird? ‘The Condor. 
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Where did Grace Darling live? At Farne Islands. 

What did she do? She saved 9 lives. 

Tell us about Napoleon; where was he born? In Corsica. 

And went to what city? ‘To France; and he became a great 
general. 

And fought what great battle? The Battle of Waterloo. 

Who was the other general, who fought against him? The 
Duke of Wellington. 

Which one won the battle? The Duke of Wellington. 

Where was Napoleon taken? He was taken to the Island of 
St. Helena. 

And what else? He died there. 

Is he buried there? No; they took him back to France and put 
him in a Mausoleum. 

In what city is the mausoleum? It is in France. 

Well, where? What is the capital of France? In Paris. 

Who is the Queen of England? Queen Victoria. 

Who is the l’resident of the United States ? Old Cleveland. 

Who was the first president of the United States? Washington. 

Where is George Washington buried? At Mount Vernon, in 
Virginia, 

What two presidents were murdered? Lincoln and Garfield. 

Who murdered Lincoln? Wilkes Booth. 

How did it happen? He stole quietly into the box, and shot 
him in the brain. 

Where was he at the time? At the theatre. 

Who killed Garfield? Guiteau. He was at the train, walking 
with James G. Blaine. 

And he was shot where—in the brain? No it was not. 

Where? Right here (indicating) in the lung. 

Name as many generals of the Civil War as you can. Gen. 
Logan, Gen. Grant, Gen. Garfield, Gen. Lee, Gen. Sheridan, Gen. 
Sherman, Gen. McClelland. 

Doctor Fisher: Florizel, which one of the generals do you like 
best? General Garfield. 

Why? Because he was good. 

Mrs. Reuter: There is another one you like pretty well; which 
one had that famous ride? Sheridan. 

Can you name another one? General Hooker. 

What is the largest continent? Asia. 

Which is the hottest one? Africa. 

Which is the oldest civilized one, where the civilized people come 
from? Europe. 

What is the largest cataract in the World? Niagara Falls. 

Which is the largest city in the World? 


“This is the way to 
London town.” 
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On what river is London located? The Thames. 
What is the highest mountain peak in the World? Mount 
Kverest. 

In what mountain range is it?) The Himalayas. 

What are the two principal volcanoes in Mexico? Popocatapetl 
and Orizaba. Popocatapetl is the smaller and Orizaba the larger. 

How many animals can you name that live in Africa. The 
giraffe, the elephant, the lion, the lioness and the rhinoceros. 

( Here he spelled correctly the words rhinoceros, giraffe, elephant, 
lion, lioness. ) 









Now, go on and tell us some more animals that live there. The 
hippopotamus, and the vulture live there. 

Goon. The African vulture lives there. 

Go on, tell us some more that live in Africa. The Hyena. 

Now tell us something about the animals. The hippopotamus 
lives in the water. 

On which part of Africa? The Nile. 

Does he live in any other continent? No, darling. 

Tell us about the giraffe. What does he live on, and how does 
he eat? He eats off the trees. 

Does he eat on the ground? Not except when he is in captivity. 

(Here he played a piece of music on the violin, from notes, and 
then played the Austrian National Air without notes.) 
Tell us how the Lady of the Lake goes, please. 


















“The stag at eve had drank its fill 
Where danced the moon on Monan’s rill.” 





What was it that Fitz James said when his horse fell dead? 









“Woe worth the chase, 
Woe worth the day, 
That cost thy life, 

My gallant gray.” 






(Here he recited “ The Hen and the Duck.’’) 
Dr. Favil to Mrs. Reuter: Is this wonderful talent principally 
memory? Mrs. Reuter: I do not know. 

Does he reason about things? Oh, yes. 

How old was he before he talked at all? He was two years old 
or more, before he talked much of anything, but he knew his letters 
before he talked a word. We had a little book with the letters in 
it, and I noticed he would pick up the book, and found out he knew 
them by saying “ Show me A, etc.” and he would hunt around and 
find the letter. 

When did he commence to walk? He commenced to walk at 11 
months. He walked quite well then. 
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When did he take up the violin? Just a little over a year ago. 
He began to pick out airs on it after a little while. He first picked 
up little Scotch airs and such pieces. 

Has he had instructions since then? He has had 19 lessons 
since. The second piece he played just now was without instruc- 
tions. He just picked it up. 

How did you first notice his wish to learn music? Oh, of 
course, [ was fond of music myself, and I asked him if he wanted 
to learn to play. 

Does he know the piano? Yes, he picks out little pieces on the 
piano, but plays mostly on the violin. Of course he only knows the 
treble cleff, as that is all there is to violin music. 

Does he know the keys? I don’t think he does on the piano. 

Can he stand with his back to the piano and pick out the notes 
which are struck? He can with his back to the violin. 

(Here Mrs. Reuter struck several notes on the violin, and he 
named them correctly, such as “ EF on G, C on A, Fiat first finger 
on the A.) 

Mr. Gage: Florizel, who was the wisest man that ever lived, 
do you think? Who, in the Bible? Did you ever read the Bible? 
Yes, sir, God. 

To whom were the ten commandments given? To God. 

God gave them to whom? To bad people. 

Do you know the ten commandments? Why were they given? 
Bad things. 

Do you know what it is wicked to do? To disobey. 

To disobey whom? What God says. 

What else is wicked? To story. 

Do you ever tell stories? No, sir. 

What else is it wicked to do? 

Mrs. Reuter: If you were down town and wanted something, 
would it be right to take it?) What is that? Stealing. 

What do they do with people who steal? Put them in jail. 

Who sends them there? The policeman. 

Yes, but who sentences them, who says whether shall go to the 
penitentiary or not? Who in the court tells them whether they 
should go to jail or not, who sits at the desk in the court room? 
No answer. 

Who was it that gave youto me? Mr. Bills. 

Yes, he did part of it, but who said I could have you to keep 
forever? I thought you knew about the judge. Yes, I do, but I did 
not know— 

What was the judge’s name in Davenport? Judge Brannon. 

Now, Florizel, if you were to go to another country, and did not 
want to carry enough money to last you while you were gone, what 
would you carry? A letter of credit. 





Incidents. 


Where would you go to get it? I would get it at the bank. 
What would you have to do to get it? I don’t know. » 
Mr. Gage: What kind of money do you like the best? Gold 
money. 
Why do you like gold money the best? Because it is gold. 
Which will buy the most, gold money or silver money? Gold 
money. 
Do you know how much that bill is (handing him bill)? (After 
examining it in light) One dollar. 
Mrs. Reuter: Where was Columbus born? In Genoa—and 
Paganinni was born there, too. 
What was Paganinni? A great musician. 
What did he play—the piano? No darling, the violin. He 
was a great musician. 
Do you know any musicians in Chicago? Tell me of one who 
was very good to you the other day. What teacher? Max Bendix. 
Dr. Fisher: How much pains have you taken to drill him? 
Well, very little. ‘So far as these questions are concerned, they 
have not been asked him more than two or three times since we 
came to Chicago in April. Before that, once in a great while, | 
would take a day when I would ask him some questions. Most of 
these things he has learned himself by reading. 
Mr. Gage: What is the nicest story you ever read? About God. 
Mrs. Reuter: Noa real story, a genuine anecdote; what do you 
like the best? A poem? 
Well, a poem. ‘Tennyson. 
Which one of Tennyson’s poems do you like best? The “ Bugle 
Horn.” 
Mrs. Reuter: That means Locksley Hall. 
Can you tell me what poem of Longfellow’s you like very 
much? “TI stood on the bridge at mid-night.” 
Do you know another one you like? Yes, darling; “ The day 
is done.” 
Any others of his you like? ‘“ The darkness falls.” 
Well, that is in “ The day is done.” 
Can you tell me any story from Dickens that you like very 
much? I don’t believe I know that. I have not read it. 
You have not read it recently. Oh I don’t know as I ever told 
you it was Dickens. It is about a ghost. Marley’s ghost. 
What did he do? He was the skeleton of Marley. 
How did he look? Like a ghost. 
Could he sit down? Yes, darling. 
Can you tell us something Scrooge said when he came in? 
was it? “ Can—can you sit down?” “TI can.” 
Was Marley a nice man? He was not. 
Was Scrooge a nice man? No. 
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Why not? He did not say pleasant things. 

What else didn’t he do? What did not he keep? What came 
in December? Christmas. 

Did he keep Christmas in a nice way? He did not. 

(Here he spelled Chicago, Davenport, Mississippi river, arma- 
dillo. ) 

He then read a paragraph or two from one of Mark ‘Twain’s 
humorous works, and on being asked what he had read about, 
replied: About a lady that left something at home, a little tidtod- 
dler. 

Mrs. Reuter: Now tell us about some animals that live in 
South America. The condor, tapir, jaguar. 

(He also spelled these words correctly.) 

What is it that lives there, that you meet in the woods? A 
peccary. 

Tell me the name of an animal that lives in the Indian Archi- 
pelago. Babyroussa. 

What do we know of him? He has four tusks. 

Tell us the difference between an Indian elephant and an Asiatic. 
One is bigger. One has great big ears and the other one has little 
ears. ‘The big one has four toes and the small one has three toes. 

In what country does the one with four toes live? In India. 
The African has three toes. 

Tell me something about the rhinoceros. Sometimes they have 
two horns and sometimes only one big horn. 

Is there a difference in their colors. One is white and the other 
black. 

Dr. Fisher: Look at that picture. What do you see? A little 
girl with a doggie. 

What kind of a dog is it? I think it’s a New Foundland. 

What is the little girl doing? Playing on a mouth organ. 

What is the color of the dog? I think it’s a New Foundland 
or a St. Bernard. 

Mrs. Reuter: What do you want of all things? <A doggie. 

What kind? A baby doggie. 

What kind? A New Foundland doggie. 

Tell us the names of two great explorers and discoverers. 
Stanley and Livingstone. He was killed. 

Can you tell us about a volcano that exploded or that erupted 
once? Mount Vesuvius. 

What great city did it cover? Pompeii. 

What did it cover it with? Lava and stone and fire. 

What is a volcano? It is a mountain that lava and smoke come 
out of. 

What is a geyser? It is a fountain that boiling water spouts 
out of. 
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What is an island? An island is a portion of land with water 


ALL AROUND IT. 

What is a peninsula? It is a portion of land with water nearly 
all around it. 

Tell us what a lake is. I did. 

Tell us again. It is a body of water with land all around it. 

What is a river? That is a stream. 

A stream of what? A stream of water. 

What does it do? It runs along. 

Through what? Through the land. 

What does rain do for us? If it were not for rain, what would 
happen to the earth? It would be a desert. 

Where does the rain come from? ‘The sky. 

How does it get there? It is drawn up to the clouds in the 
form of what? In the form of vapor. 

What makes the locomotive go? Steam. 

What do they make steam out of? What do they put in the 
boiler to make steam? Water and fire. 

What do they do to start the engine? Pull the throttle. 

What do they do to stop the engine? They pull the air brake 
and pull the throttle, too. They pull the air brake when they pull 
the throttle: 

Did you see an engine at the World’s Fair? Let us see if you 
-emember about the World’s Fair. I saw an engine. 

Where did you see it? In the Transportation Building. 
~~ What else did you see in the Transportation Building? Colum- 
bus’ boats, the Pinta and the Nina. 

What other boat did you see there? Grace Darling’s boat. 

Did you see any butterflies there? Yes, darling. 

Which building were they in? In the Government building. 

Did you see any fishes? I did. 

Which of the fishes did you like best which you saw? The gold 
fish. 

Where were the fishes? In the Fisheries Building. 

What big ship was there you would like to see very much, out 
on the water? A battle ship. 


At this point, by general consent, the questions were suspended 
on the ground that the little fellow ought to be tired, though he gave 
no symptoms of exhaustion. 


I CertiFry to the correctness of above. 


C. H. NEwHALL, 
Stenographer. 
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THE UNDERSIGNED Bear WirNEss to the correctness of above 
report. 
LyMAN J. GAGE, 
W. S. CuristopHer, M. D. 
Henry Baint Favint, M. D. 


THE UNDERSIGNED, mother of Florizel Reuter (the child re- 
ferred to in above report) hereby declares that said Florizel was 
born January 21, 1891, and is this day four years, five months, and 
three days old. 

June 24, 1895. 
Mrs. Grace REUTER. 


I Atso CERTIFY to correctness of above. 
Mrs. E. J. Happrx. 


Grandmother of the boy. 


THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF CHICAGO. 


Aug. 28, 1895. 
Rich. Hodgson, LL.D. 

A few words of reply to yours of 15 July in-re young Florizel 
Reuter. The examination reported to you was made on the eve of 
his mother’s leaving Chicago for her home in Davenport and there 
was no opportunity for trying his mental operations in other direc- 
tions. 

The suggestions you make are all timely and it would be in- 
teresting to put them in force. Mrs. Reuter expects to return here 
with the boy next month for a protracted stay and I hope soon to 
give further study to the child. He is a lovely little fellow and I 
would like to have you see him yourself. 

* * * * * * * 
Truly yours, 
L. J. Gace. 


In a letter responding to my inquiries and dated Feb. 19th, 
1912, Mr. Gage writes me as follows :— 


“Dr. Christopher who was present is deceased. He was greatly 
interested in the case. He told me afterward that he regarded the 
boy as the most remarkable creature he had ever seen.” 

In reply to inquiries, Dr. Favill recalls nothing special about the 
case. He merely remembers that he was much interested in it and 
a third party, Mr. Fisher, connected with the Department of the 
Interior in Washington, has no knowledge by which he could help in 
throwing light on the phenomena. 
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The following is the reply of Mrs. Von Reuter to my in- 
quiries seeking information regarding the reading of her son. 


The letter was not dated, but it was written from Vienna in 
April, 1912. 






































James H. Hyslop, 

Dear Sir: I received today your letter and hasten to answer 
your questions. 

Florizel learned to read English when he was two years old— 
that is, he commenced to read at that age. In fact he knew his A, 
B, C’s before he was fifteen months old, having learned them from 
an object book full of pictures beginning with each letter, and would 
point out the letters when requested before he could talk. After 
having learned the letters, spelling out words in a primer was easy 
work and he soon commenced to read, progressing so rapidly that 
the knowledge he gained was remarkable. He could read in his 
second reader when two and a half years old, and read Pilgrim’s 
Progress, the Bible, all manner of animal books, fairy tales, Wagner 
books for children, etc., when four years old. He never needed to 
be told anything more than once to remember it. Being so pre- 
cocious it was amusing to me, whose only child he was, myself a 
widow, to give him data such as the questions he answered at the 
time you write of. He seemed to find no trouble in remembering all 
these things, much to the surprise of Lyman J. Gage, who admired 
him very much. Hence the séance where Florizel was asked the 
questions in the record that has fallen into your hands. 

Being alone with him very much I told him stories of history, 
biography, geography, zoology, etc., or he read it. At two and a 
half years old he began to play the violin and has devoted his life 
to music. He astonished me by showing that he possessed an abso- 
lute pitch at two and a half years of age, | have written a-b-c-d-e-f-g 
upon the ivory of the middle octave of the piano, to indicate to him 
that the piano had letters as well as books, but he stored up the 
sounds as well and could tell the notes at twelve and a half years 
with his back to the piano. 

Altho we knew that Florizel possessed a remarkable brain and 
memory from his earliest babyhood, it was not until he proved that 
he possessed this absolute pitch, that I realized he was a mu- 
sician. This knowledge prompted me to procure him a little violin, 
as he was always asking me to allow the “ Baby ” to play the violin, 
whenever I, who played in an amateur way, took up my violin. At 
three he commenced to play by ear upon the violin, at three and a . 
half he learned to read music and began to study the violin with a 
master when four years old. It was when he was studying in Chi- 
cago that Mr. Gage became interested in him. 
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He improved so rapidly upon the violin that he played Kreautzer, 
Rode, de Beriot, etc., when four and half to five years old. He first 
played for Ysaye, Marteau, etc., when five years old and so as- 
tonished them by his ability that they pronounced him the most 
phenomenal child they had ever seen. During all this time his 
reading continued, so that he was doubly endowed. ‘Thirteen years 
ago I brought him to Europe to study when he was but seven to 
eight years old. His advance was so remarkable that he was given 
a diploma at nine years of age, after having passed a full examina- 
tion in the violin, playing by memory all that time, eleven concertos, 
two sonatas of Bach for the violin alone, thirty-six etudes, including 
the twenty-four caprices of Paganini, as well as numerous violin 
pieces. The examinations embraced, besides the violin examina- 
tions, one in piano, harmony, counterpoint, history of music, reading 
music by sight, quartette playing, etc., before twenty judges, all 
known musicians. His violin teacher was Henri Marteau, the cele- 
brated violinist, who now occupies the place in the Hochschule of 
Berlin, left vacant by the death of Joseph Joachim. The place 
where he was given his diploma of graduation was Geneva, Switzer- 
land, in which conservatory Marteau was then a teacher. He is 
known to be the youngest child ever granted such a diploma. 

As I had no means it was necessary, after all this expense for 
his education so far, that he should take up a concert life. He 
began to play in concerts as a prodigy, the autumn after he took 
his diploma, this being the autumn of 1901. He was enthusiastically 
received everywhere he went. In addition to his solo playing he 
began to compose and directed an orchestral Symphonie of his own 
composition here in Vienna when he was eleven years old. The 
next year he did the same with this Symphonie and several other 
works of his in London, Strasburg, Manchester, etc., etc., in the 
midst of his concerts receiving remarkable critics for the same. 
He appeared before the King and Queen of Rumania, Elizabeth of 
Rumania being especially delighted with him, the Royal Family of 
Vienna, Belgium, Greece, Bulgaria, Sweden and England—Alex- 
andra being Queen and Edward VII King,—before he was twelve 
years of age. These people were all astonished by his brain de- 
velopment in other things as well as music. 

He has made two trips to South America for concerts, giving 
over one hundred concerts there altogether. He appeared before 
the Sultan Abdul Hamid and his harem when twelve years old and 
he received his first decoration at that time. Since then he has been 
decorated many times and holds besides his orders for violin playing, 
the title of Hof-pianist for the King of Bulgaria, who is one of his 
greatest admirers. 

He has given about 850 concerts so far in his life, in nearly all 
countries, the United States least of all. You may remember that 
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he came to the United States when ten years old, played twice in 
New York City (Carnegie Hall) and twice in Boston (once with 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra). He fell ill of influenza at that 
time and has since never made a tour in the United States, altho 
he toured Mexico and the West Indies some six years ago. He is 
now twenty years old and has one of the most phenomenal memories 
ever known. He plays violin concertos by memory, the six sonatas 
of Bach (this last being a great feat), the twenty-four caprices of 
Paganini (which he gives in one recital), and naturally all the single 
violin pieces included in a violinist’s repertoire. But in addition to 
this, he plays the piano in a most remarkable manner, knowing by 
memory nearly all the Symphonic music written, all the Symphonies 
of Beethoven, Tshaikowksy, Schubert, etc., all the operas of Wagner 
(whose works he makes a specialty of interpreting upon the piano), 
all the Symphonic Poems and Operas of Richard Strauss, all the 
modern French music and operas (another specialty of his), ete. 

I enclose a little folder, headed by a list of his Concerto Repertoire 
and a list of his recent compositions, which you can consult to see 
what he has been composing. He is now working at a Grand Opera 
in four acts, compiled from the Kingsley Romance “ Hypatia”, 
which will be completed néxt spring. He speaks six languages be- 
sides English, German, French, Italian, Spanish and Swedish, and 
corresponds perfectly in all, also writes very well. 

He now possesses a repertoire twice as large as any other vio- 
linist in addition to the unique thing of being also a distinguished 
pianist and orchestra conductor. ‘Then to this add his remarkable 
ability for composing. His works when heard or shown to the 
famous composers and critics are always highly praised. 

I can freely state that he has retained his memory in all its 
abnormal qualities, only it is used in different ways from its former 
use. He sometimes now hears orchestral compositions once and 
comes home and plays them by memory. Another phenomenal 
thing about his memory. He will read, while in the train, some 
portion of an orchestral composition, as we would a book, lay the 
portion away, but only from reading it over, be able to remember 
it and play it on the piano some weeks later. A composition for the 
violin or piano he never forgets, once learned and will play it with- 
out forgetting a note, if he has not played it over for a year or more. 
He also remembers what he reads, altho he is an indefatigable 
reader, and does not mix books as many do or forget plots. He is 
poor in mathematics. By that I mean he is not advanced in that 
branch as in others, altho he says he enjoys calculation when he 
has time to devote to it. 

He has always been healthy-hungry, sleeps perfectly and 
soundly, never has headaches, or suffers from nervousness, altho 
he is very temperamental, in fact in all other ways is quite a normal 
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boy. He is a great walker and takes long walking tours in the 
summer, pack on his back, through the mountain regions of Europe, 
which he loves to do. I never remember seeing him sit an hour 
unoccupied. He does not smoke, and is a teetotaler, which is one 
reason for his hold on his nerves. 

Had he devoted his attention to writing, I am sure he could have 
become a great writer, as his imagination is so great and he is very 
humorous, and as it is, he takes great pleasure in writing and has 
some very good things laid away, but he has never tried to publish 
anything. It is only an amusement for him. 

GRACE VON REUTER. 





